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Birding Bhutan by Bernie Grossman, HMBC President

Chris and I continued our 
birding travel with trips to 
Costa Rica in March 2011, 

and Bhutan in April 2011. As on 
our previous tours, we traveled with 
Field Guides, Inc., Austin, TX. Both 
trips were about twenty-one days 
in length. Our guide in Bhutan was 
Richard Webster who has visited the 
Bhutan more than half a dozen times 
as trip leader.
We had birded in Northern Indian 
in 2009, so Bhutan represented a 
contrast to that experience. While 
India is large, teeming and mainly 
Hindu and Moslem, Bhutan is 
about the size of Switzerland; has 
a population of ~750,000 people; 

and is predominately Buddhist. It is 
mountainous and mostly agricultural 
with few cities with none larger than 
about 50,000 people. While some of 
its bird life can be seen in India, it 
has a significantly different overall 
population that centers on altitudinal 
migrants. Further, good timing would 
let us experience the blossoming of 
its 40+ species of rhododendrons. 
Unfortunately, we were a bit early 
this year to experience the major 
part of the bloom.
We flew into New Delhi on a 14-
hour flight from Newark. The 
other seven clients on the trip took 
advantage of a pre-trip extension to 
see the Taj Mahal and Agra Fort, but, 

since we had seen these previously, 
we joined the group for an initial 
visit to Sultanphur National Park 
near New Delhi prior to the group’s 
flight to Paro, Bhutan. Early next 
morning, we boarded the jet to fly 
to Paro, Bhutan, which is the only 
commercial airport in the country. 
The single runway is said to be on the 
only large enough flat land available. 
The flight plan took us past the Great 
Himalayan Mountain chain and 
four of the five highest mountains 
on earth. We were fortunate to have 
clear weather, so Mt. Everest (figure 1)  
with its cloud plume was quite 
visible. Just before touchdown, the 
pilot announced that the hillside out 

Article continues on page 70
Figure 1 – Mt. Everest seen from the Plane to Paro, Bhutan



President’s CornerHMBC BOARD 
Officers

President: 
Bernie Grossman 
7 Nott Rd. 
Rexford, NY 12148 
399-9159 
bgrossman@nycap.rr.com

Vice-President: 
Tom Williams 
153A Consaul Road 
Albany, NY12205 
857-2176 
trwdsd@yahoo.com

Secretary: 
John Hershey 
15 Carriage Road 
Clifton Park , NY 12065 
371-3114 
hersheyj@nycap.rr.com

Treasurer: 
Ellen Pemrick 
298 Vly Rd. 
Niskayuna, NY 12309 
452-4384 
lnmp@nycap.rr.com

Directors

Carol Blackwell 238-3086 
 cblackwell@nycap.rr.com

John Kent 426-7919 
 jwkent@fastmail.fm

Jory Langner 573-7999 
 birderjory@gmail.com

Patti Packer 399-4843 
 pattiac@nycap.rr.com

Elayne Ryba 312-7384 
 eryba@nycap.rr.com

Committee Chairs

Birdline: Phil Whitney 
 477-9050 
 birdline@hmbc.net

Conservation: Patti Packer 
 399-4843 
 pattiac@nycap.rr.com

Field Trips: Don Gresens 
 370-3923  
 dgresens@nycap.rr.com

Jr. Activities: Steve Mesick  
 Yugruguru@aol.com 

Membership: Dan Welch 
 477-2980 
 Dan@sweaterventure.com

Programs: Scott Stoner 
 785-6760 
 programs@hmbc.net 

Publications: Chris Grossman 
 399-9159 
 publications@hmbc.net

Publicity: Ann B’Rells 
 355-5615 
 ann9br-hmbc@yahoo.com

Raptor Migration: Gary Goodness 
 862-9260 
 Goodness@nycap.rr.com

Records: (vacant)

Reist Sanctuary: Michael Gann 
 377-2560 
 mgann@nycap.rr.com

Social: Denise Hackert-Stoner 
 785-6760

HMBC Contact Information 

BIRDLINE of EASTERN NEW YORK: (518) 439-8080 

E-mail: contact@hmbc.net 

HMBC website: http://hmbc.net 

HMBC Board Meetings

 HMBC Board meetings are open to all Club members. Meetings are held at Five Rivers Center or other 

local venues at 7:00 p.m., usually on the second Monday of odd-numbered months.

Newsletter Contributions Desired

•	 Have anything you think other birders would be interested in?  

•	 Have a favorite birding spot you want to share?  

•	 Are there any stories or photos that would inspire others?

Share them with the HMBC membership by submitting them to the addresses below: 

Please send all electronic submissions via e-mail to: Chris Grossman at bgrossman@nycap.rr.com 

Send all paper submissions to: 

 Chris Grossman 

 7 Nott Rd. 

 Rexford, NY 12148

I’m writing this message in mid September having just attended 
the first HMBC sponsored program of the 2011-2012 season. 
Over the recent past, Scott Stoner has put together these 

annual series of 10 programs, and they have been an important 
feature of the Club’s activities. We all have to thank Scott for his 
efforts and also thank his wife Denise, who until recently was the 
Club’s Social Chair. Together they have also managed the Club’s 
Annual Meeting. Thanks very, very much, guys!

The Reist Sanctuary suffered only minor storm damage from the recent Irene and Lee. A large 
tree fell across the northern portion of the Blue Trail, but Mike Gann and Pete Trivellino have 
opened the obstruction. They also moved a short portion of the trail that passed near some 
Hummingbird Manor homes. This was done at the request of the homeowners who felt the 
need to have their privacy improved. Mike and Pete have done a wonderful job maintaining 
the Sanctuary. Thanks to them, too.
The project to move the Club to a less paper intensive state is proceeding. Jory Langner is 
leading the effort, and he has mapped the effort’s scope. Tasks are being assigned and alternatives 
are being investigated. I will keep the Club informed of progress.
Finally, the ash trees in our yard and woods are starting to change and fall. Hordes of Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds and some warblers have been moving through. Soon we will start 
to see ducks, geese, and raptors passing through toward the south. Get out to Saratoga Lake, 
Tomhannock Reservoir, the rivers and the Thacher Park overlooks to experience the spectacle. 
Hopefully the mosquitoes will soon be gone from Vischer Ferry Preserve, so we can watch the 
passerines on their way, too.

 –  Bernie Grossman 
President, HMBC 
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Cohoes Flats/Peebles Island 
September 4, 2011

For almost a month before this field 
trip to Cohoes Flats and Peebles 
Island, the rocky Flats below the 
dam in Cohoes were quite a lively 
spot for rare birds in our area. There 
was a beautiful American White 
Pelican who for about 3 weeks had 
a commanding presence among all 
the birds congregating at the Flats. 
A steady stream of birders and 
photographers made their way to the 
Flats to see it. Then on 8/25 a Glossy 
Ibis was discovered at the Flats. 
Eager birders rushed immediately 
to the scene but found that the bird 
was already gone, though the Pelican 
was present as always. The very next 

day, a Willet was discovered near 
the dam. Arguably, this shorebird 
was even rarer in our area than the 
White Pelican. The Willet and the 
White Pelican were present at the 
Flats until the morning of 8/28 but 
in the wake of Hurricane Irene they 
both disappeared. The Pelican was 
seen briefly the next morning at the 
Vischer Ferry Power Plant but not 
since then. The field trip originally 
scheduled for 8/28 was wisely 
postponed until 9/4 because of the 
Hurricane. On 9/2 while scouting 
for the field trip I was excited to 
find all 5 expected species of Vireos 
in our area, including Philadelphia, 
at either Peebles Island or Clark 
Avenue in Cohoes. 

The actual HMBC field trip was 
finally held on Sunday morning, 
9/4/11. Compared with the 
amazing birds seen here the previous 
few weeks, this field trip was 
surprisingly quiet, birdwise. Humid, 
cloudy and hazy conditions along 
with an impending storm may have 
contributed to the slow morning 
with not one Robin, Titmouse, 
Catbird, Song Sparrow, or Starling 
observed. We met initially at the 
Clark Ave. entrance to the Flats. There 
were very few birds to be seen here. 
We then drove to the Peebles Island 
entrance by way of the one-lane 
bridge from Waterford since the road 
from Cohoes was closed. We walked 
around most of the cliff perimeter 

Field Trip Reports

White Pelican at Cohoes Flats
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of the Island and enjoyed the great 
views overlooking the Flats and the 
River. Probably the best bird of the 
morning was a Merlin we spotted 
at Peebles Island. The relatively high 
water levels on the Flats resulted 
in no shorebirds found except for 
2 Spotted Sandpipers seen below 
from the Island. Altogether 11 birders 
participating in this trip counted 
30 species including the following 
others: Great Blue Heron, Chimney 
Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Red-
bellied Woodpecker, Northern 
Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, 
Blue-headed Vireo, Warbling 
Vireo, Cedar Waxwing, Black-
and-white Warbler, and Scarlet 
Tanager.

— John Hershey

Montezuma Wetlands 
September 11, 2011

The HMBC field trip to the 
Montezuma Wetlands Complex 
took place on Sunday, Sept. 11th. 
After a cool start to the day, the 
weather warmed nicely under partly 
sunny skies. Fourteen birders and 
local leader Matt Medler met at the 
observation deck of the Montezuma 
NWR visitor center. From there we 
could see four Trumpeter Swans, 
a group of mostly Blue-winged 
Teal, and a marsh hawk (Northern 
Harrier.)
We took to the field in a four-car 
caravan, driving the three-mile auto 
loop, stopping frequently to peruse 
the marshlands on the left, and the 
ponds and canal to the right. The 
marsh held Pectoral Sandpipers, 
both species of Yellowlegs, several 
Pied-billed Grebes, and a few 
Common Gallinules (formerly 

Moorhens.) Northern Shovelers 
were dabbling in a shallow flooded 
area, and three Bald Eagles were 
perched in snags over the canal.
Just after crossing the NYS Thruway, 
which divides the refuge in half, we 
arrived at the May’s Point Pool. There 
is a nice broad, wooden platform 
for viewing; gulls, herons, ducks 
and sandpipers all utilize portions 
of this pool. I counted fourteen 
Great Egrets and eight Great Blue 
Herons, and there were many small 
“peep” sandpipers, Yellowlegs, 
Wood Ducks, and two Killdeer. 
There were many dead giant Carp 
as well, and two Bald Eagles were 
eagerly perched nearby. Two Caspian 
Terns flew over separately, too. At a 
small pond across the way were two 
juvenile Black-crowned Night 
Herons, well disguised in some 
fallen trees at the opposite shoreline.
At Knox-Marcellus Marsh/Puddler’s 
Marsh, we had distant views of 
herons, egrets, a harrier, and another 
Caspian Tern.
Leaving the refuge proper, we made 
some early afternoon stops in the N. 
Montezuma WMA. At Railroad Rd. 
we saw the Trumpeter Swans that 
breed there, including wing-tagged 
young, some Pied-billed Grebes, 
and a maelstrom of swallows. An 
Osprey was sitting on top of a 
telephone pole.
Our best shorebird spot of the day 
was at the impoundment along 
Savannah Spring Lake Rd. In this 
recently created and maintained 
shallow wetland, there were 
numerous peeps just far enough 
away to defy identification for many 
of us inexperienced shorebirders. 
Most of them seemed to be Least 
Sandpipers. Matt pointed out one 

White-rumped Sandpiper to us; this 
was a lifer for several participants. 
Also present were Short-billed 
Dowitchers, both Yellowlegs, and 
Semipalmated Plover.
Our last stop was at the open 
area along the end of Van Dyne 
Spoor Rd. The wetlands had Pied-
billed Grebe, Double-crested 
Cormorants, American Coot, and 
an American Bittern that flushed 
from our disturbance and flew a 
hundred yards away, giving everyone 
wonderful views of the bird in flight. 
Ironically, there was an American 
Bittern waiting for us when we 
got back to the Montezuma Visitor 
Center, too.
Thank you to John Hershey for 
organizing this trip, and to Matt 
Medler for giving us the guided 
tour of some really rich habitat. It 
is heartening to see a refuge where 
they are so actively managing the 
area for the benefit of wildlife. 
For more information visit the 
Friends of the Montezuma 
Wetlands Complex website  
http://friendsofmontezuma.org.

— Tom Williams 

http://friendsofmontezuma.org
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Franklin Mountain Hawk Watch 
Andy Mason 
Monday October 3, 2011  
7:00 p.m. at the William K. Sanford 
(Colonie) Town Library

Short-eared Owls of the Fort 
Edward Grassland 
Don Polunci 
Monday November 7, 2011  
7:00 p.m. at the William K. Sanford 
(Colonie) Town Library
The Short-eared Owl is listed as an 
endangered species in New York 
State. This program will provide 
species description, distribution 
and habitat, status, management and 
needs for the Short-eared Owl. The 
species is being threatened by habitat 
destruction through the development 
of housing communities. I will cover 
what can be done to help alleviate 
this problem.
Don Polunci is a retired Art Teacher, 
having taught for 32 years at Glens 
Falls High School. His work has been 
exhibited in Adirondack Life, New 
York Audubon and the National 
Wildlife Federation Annual Report. 
He is also the past president of the 
Southern Adirondack Audubon 
Society.

Holiday Party and 
Wintering Raptor Program 
Theresa Swenson and Jenny 
Murtaugh, DEC

Monday December 5, 2011  
7:00 p.m. at the Five Rivers 
Environmental Education Center
Learn about wintering raptors in 
the grasslands of the greater Capital 
Region; speakers will be from DEC 
and will cover results of surveys 
and volunteer opportunities for 
the upcoming winter. Speakers will 
include Theresa Swenson and Jenny 
Murtaugh of DEC. 

Upcoming HMBC Programs

On Sept 8th, following 
unprecedented rainfall from 

hurricane Irene and subsequently 
tropical storm Lee, the Reist 
Sanctuary Steward made a complete 
tour of the trail system to assess 
damages. The trails are all in safe, 

walkable condition. There was a 
very large double-trunk oak tree 
down across the Northern Blue 
Trail, which was blocking passage. 
However, the path is now open. All 
of the new bridges built over the 
last two years survived the storm 

intact with no damages. They 
make walking the trail system safe 
and convenient despite the large 
volumes of water flowing under 
them at present.

— Michael Gann 

Reist Sanctuary: Post-Irene Trails Assessment
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Figure 3 – Blood Pheasant

Figure 2 – Ibisbill

Birding Bhutan — continued
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Figure 4 – Prayer Flags at Chele La

Birding Bhutan — continued

the right windows was not as close 
as it seemed.
Bhutan has been open to a limited 
number of visitors for a relatively 
short time, and all travelers must 
enter under the guidance of a tour 
company and its guides. Thus, our 
guide from Gangri Tours was Lebo, 
and our driver was Sangay. Bhutanese 
have only one or two names taken 
from a pool of about 80, and these 
give no hint as to the holder’s sex. 
Only the Royal Family has what we 
would call a last name. Further, the 
government sets a minimum daily 
charge of $250 for each person. A 
portion of this basic fee is a tax, so 
the minimum gets one some pretty 
rude accommodations.
The Paro Valley is mainly agricultural 
growing grain and fruit, and, after 
settling into the hotel, we drove 
along the river banks of the Par Chhu 
(Chhu = River) looking for birds. 
Our main target was the Ibisbill, 
an iconic, uncommon wader of the 
rocky rivers of the Himalayas. We 
quickly located one (figure 2), and 
saw it, too, with at least two almost 
invisible chicks. Other interesting 
birds include the Black-tailed 

Crake, Eurasian Hoopoe, Red-
billed Chough, and Rosy Pipit.
The next morning set the pattern 
for almost every following day of 
the trip. We rose at 4 AM; packed if 
we were moving on; had tea/coffee 
and cookies at 4:45 AM; and were 
on the bus at 5 AM. We drove on 
to our first birding location, birded 
by usually walking the roadside, 
and then stopped for breakfast in a 
park or roadside pull-off at about 
8 AM. Meals were provided by 
the accompanying crew of about 

six Gangri men in another bus 
who provided us with the hot 
breakfasts and lunches. Because the 
tourist infrastructure had not really 
extended as far east as we were 
going, we had to camp out in tents 
for six nights. On these nights, the 
crew also cooked a fine dinner. After 
doing the checklist, we were usually 
in bed by 9:30 PM.
Bhutan has only one major east-
west highway that extends from 
Ha west of Paro and east into the 
country beyond Sengor. Between 
Paro and the capital Thimpu, this 
road is a modern four lane one, but, 
otherwise, it is usually one and a half 
lanes that switchback up and down 
the north-south ridges to then cross 
a bridge over a river at the head of 
a valley. This is repeated endlessly. 
The hillsides and valleys are farmed 
intensively using paddies. There are 
also several important north-south 
roads for travel to and from India. 
Finally, the roads are frequently cut 
into a steep hillside, and, with the 
cold, snowy winters and the summer 
monsoons, their condition is often 

Figure 5 – Chortens (Prayer Houses) at Dochhu La
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Figure 6 – Green-tailed Sunbird

Birding Bhutan — continued

poor. Domestic animals and school 
children also walked on the highway, 
so the result is a slow, bumpy ride. 
We also had the privilege of driving 
over the country’s longest stretch of 
straight road, all ¼ miles of it.
The goal of our first morning was the 
pheasants found at higher altitudes. 
We drove west and up from Paro to 
Chele La (La = Pass), which crests at 
12,800 feet, our highest altitude. The 
pheasants started to appear along the 
roadside as the sky lightened and 
we neared the top. The first was a 
Monal with its striking blue body 
and reddish neck feathers. Then 
we saw a pair of Kalij Pheasants, 
and finally a small flock of Blood 
Pheasants (figure 3). At the pass, we 
saw a distant second Monal and 
a flock of the uncommon Snow 
Pigeon. Unfortunately, the pheasants 
were active when light was poor, so 
we were not able to get many good 
photos of them.
The Bhutanese believe that 
mountain passes are near to heaven, 

so the passes are festooned with a 
forest of prayer flags (figure 4). The 
flags’ flapping in the wind sends the 
prayer upward. At Dochhu La east of 
Paro, we also saw a complex of 108 

chorten, or prayer houses (figure 5).  
Chortens were also seen at road 
junctions and other locations.
Altitudinal migrants move up and 
down the mountains and high hills 

Figure 7 – Black-throated Parrotbill Figure 8 – Ashy Drongo

Figure 9 – Great Hornbill
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Figure 11 – Asian Barred Owlet Figure 12 – Large Hawk Cuckoo

Figure 10 – Eurasian Hornbill
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Figure 13 – Lebo Introducing the Punakha Dzon

with the seasons with their migration 
distances being relatively short. The 
trip’s timing allowed us to see species 
as they migrated north and up into 
the mountainous areas. Further 
variations with altitude could be 
seen by species within a genus. For 
example, Mrs. Gould’s Sunbird 
was the lower elevation species, 
while the Green-tailed Sunbird 
(figure 6) was found at mid-altitudes 
and the Fire-tailed Sunbird at the 
highest. Similar variations could be 
seen within the Minivet, Yuhina, 
and Tit genera, for example.
Another unique group of birds 

are the Parrotbills, Old World 
Warblers that specialize in living and 
feeding in large patches of bamboo. 
An example, a Black-throated 
Parrotbill, is shown in figure 7. 
Bamboo in Bhutan is a tall grass-like 
type, not the thick, tall stalks from 
warmer regions. 
We saw about 260 bird species on 
our trip to Bhutan plus another 
77 species on our short visit to 
Sultanphur National Park in 
India. A small number of species 
overlapped both regions. I estimate 
that we increased our world life 
list by about 200 species. Some 

especially unique species seen 
include the previously mentioned 
Ibisbill, Pallas’ Sea Eagle, Black-
necked Crane, Ward’s trogon, 
White-bellied Heron, and Arctic 
Loon. The loon was the first 
Bhutan record, while less the 1000 
individual heron are known. These 
and the sea eagle were seen on the 
Mo Chhu near Punahka. The rare 
crane was seen in the Phobjika 
Valley, where ~4000 over-winter. 
The bird seen was a lone hanger-
on after the others had migrated 
north. There were also two notable 
misses- the Fire-tailed Myzornis, 
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Figure 14 – Inside the Tromso Dzong

a high altitude Old World Warbler, 
and the Beautiful Nuthatch, an 
uncommon forest bird.
 In most cases, it was quite 
easy seeing the birds as well as 
photographing them, but others 
were frustrating. These latter 
species were usually skulkers who 
would hide in the foliage and give 
us only a brief glimpse. Examples 
were the tesias and members of 
the Laughingthrush group.
I have included some photos of birds 
seen including the Ashy Drongo 
(figure 8), Great Hornbill (figure 
9), Eurasian Hoopoe (figure 10), 
Asian Barred Owlet (figure 11), 
and Large Hawk Cuckoo (figure 
12). The cuckoo was spotted while 

drying its feathers in the sunlight 
early one morning.
Finally, Bhutan’s geography is 
characterized by river valleys 
that run north-south. These 
were invasion routes for Tibetan 
armies during the 17th and 18th 
centuries. The Bhutanese built a 
series of fortresses called dzongs 
that successfully blocked the 
invasions. The dzongs now serve 
as provincial government centers 
with several in bigger cities being 
split into monasteries as well 
government offices. We visited 
the dzongs located in Punakha 
and Tromso where Lebo gave us 
an introduction to Bhutanese 
Buddhism. We were able to enter 

the sanctuaries of the dzongs, but 
no photographing was permitted 
there. At Punakha, a service was 
being held, so we heard the monks 
chanting and the horns and gongs 
sounding. Figures 13-16 show the 
dzongs and the decorations at the 
sanctuary entrances.
We saw few wild mammals, just 
a pika and some squirrel species, 
a glimpse of a large weasel-type, 
the Yellow-throated Marten, 
running across the road, Assamese 
Macaques, and the endearing 
Golden Langur (figure 17). The 
langur lives in the mid-elevation 
forests of the southern part of 
the country near the small town 
of Tingtibi. It was described 
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Figure 15 – Punakha Dzong Sanctuary Entrance. Heads are Snow Leopards.

Birding Bhutan — continued

Figure 16 – Sanctuary Entrance Decoration. A Spirit of One of the Four Cardinal Directions.
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Winter Eagle Project 

During the past 2 winters, a 
group of us associated with the 

Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society 
have set up baited, motion-triggered 
cameras to document the presence, 
and numbers of winter resident 
Golden Eagles in upstate New York. 
This is part of a research project 
being conducted by Professor Todd 
Katzner of West Virginia University. 
There were 30 sites operating this 
past winter ranging from Tennessee 
and Virginia north to our 5 sites in 
New York. Dr. Katzner is looking to 
expand the project here. The focus 
area in New York is large. It ranges 
from Tug Hill and the southern 
Adirondacks south through the 
Catskills.
The whole Appalachian Plateau is 
targeted (including the Finger Lakes), 
and east to the Taconics. Specifically, 
sites should be at high elevations in 
the surrounding landscape. The best 
sites are open areas on wooded hills 
or ridges.

This is a fun and interesting project. 
We get thousands of photographs of 
scavengers including both species of 
eagles, many Red-tailed and Rough-
legged Hawks, fishers, coyotes, foxes 
of both species, raccoons, lots of 
ravens and crows, and even a Barred 
Owl that spent many hours feeding.
Sample photographs from our first 
season in NY can be seen at this site
http://www.doas.us/ge_study_
site_photos.html
Dr Katzner’s home page is  
www.katznerlab.com
I set up a second camera at one site 
to get these interesting videos:
Raven squabble:

h t tp : //www.you tube. com/
watch?v=rbT_X9rWKGo
A Bald Eagle gets its tail-
pulled:

h t tp : //www.you tube. com/
watch?v=2s0lycEkW0Q
This is a good l project for an 
organization. It provides plenty of 

interesting photos for a program. If 
you or your organization would like 
to be involved, a limited amount of 
equipment is still available - cameras, 
and hard drives for storing photos. 
Your expenses will include batteries -  
we use rechargeables - and a $10 
license from NYSDEC to used 
salvaged road-killed deer as bait. 
Multiple sites can be operated under 
one license.
I will be coordinating the effort in 
New York and can provide more 
information. If you might want to 
set up a wildlife camera baited with 
road-killed deer, contact me off this 
list using the email address below.
Feel free to forward this message to 
individuals or email lists that might 
be interested.

Tom Salo 
5145 State Highway 51 
West Burlington, NY 13482
607-965-8232 
tomsalo@localnet.com

— Tom Salo 

Figure 17 – Golden Langur

Birding Bhutan — continued

only about 50 years ago, and it 
has remained safe from human 
interference because it is strictly a 
leaf eater. They were a pleasure to 
watch.
Bhutan is a fascinating, rarely 
visited country that offers unique 
cultural, trekking, and birding 
opportunities. Chris and I had a 
wonderful time there. 

Note that the web edition of this 
article contains the color version of the 
figures. HMBC members who have 
registered for the website may see them at  
www.hmbc.net.

http://www.doas.us/ge_study_site_photos.html
http://www.katznerlab.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rbT_X9rWKGo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2s0lycEkW0Q
mailto:tomsalo@localnet.com
http://www.hmbc.net
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OCTOBER

PINE BUSH PRESERVE –  
WILLOW ST. ENTRANCE 
Saturday, October 1 
(Albany County; morning)

Coordinator:  Don Gresens 
 370-3923 
 dgresens@nycap.rr.com

We will explore some of the trails 
in the “Great Dune” area of the 
Pine Bush. This section of the pine 
barrens is southwest of the Discovery 
Center and north of Route 20. This 
area is more forested than the area 
around the Discovery Center and 
has a stream running through it. 
We should see some late migrating 
songbirds of both wooded and scrub 
barrens. Prairie Warbler and Eastern 
Towhees are common if thay haven’t 
left for warmer climes. Sparrows are 
common with Field Sparrows in 
abundance.

Meet at 8 a.m. in front of the Bank 
at the southwest corner of Routes 
20 and 155 in Guilderland.

SARATOGA NATIONAL 
HISTORICAL PARK AND 
BATTLEFIELD 
Sunday, October 2 
Saratoga County: morning

Coordinators:  Ellen Pemrick 
 452-4384 
 lnmp@nycap.rr.com

 Marne Onderdonk 
 583-8841 
 marne-esq@nycap.rr.com

This popular trip features beautiful 
foliage and a good chance of hawks, 
woodpeckers, sparrows, bluebirds and 
late migrants as we walk the woods 
and grasslands of the battlefield. 
You never know what will turn up. 
Please note that a fee is charged to 
walk the Wilkinson Trail, payable at 
the visitor center.

Meet at 9 a.m. in the parking lot 
near the park’s visitor center off 
State Route 32.

FIVE RIVERS 
ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER 
Sunday, October 9 
Albany County; morning

Coordinator:  John Kent 
 426-7919 
 jwkent@verizon.net

We’ll walk about 2 miles over 
generally flat terrain with some 
small hills, passing through a variety 
of habitats. Previous trips have come 
up with 6 species of sparrows and 
5 species of woodpeckers as well as 
both species of kinglets. Great Blue 
Heron, Green Heron, Wood Duck 
and perhaps other waterfowl may be 
present. Wet grass and muddy spots 
may be encountered. 

Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot 
by the visitor center. 

mailto:dgresens@nycap.rr.com
mailto:lnmp@nycap.rr.com
mailto:marne-esq@nycap.rr.com
mailto:jwkent@verizon.net


79Upcoming Field Trips — continued

WOODLAWN PRESERVE 
Saturday, October 15 
Schenectady County; morning

Coordinator:  Don Gresens 
 370-3923 
 dgresens@nycap.rr.com

The Woodlawn Preserve is located in 
the Southeast corner of Schenectady 
County abutting the western edge 
of the Pine Bush. The area contains 
a flood control pond, forested sand 
dunes and general wetland habitat. 
Previous trips have come up with 6 
species of sparrows and 5 species of 
woodpeckers as well as both species 
of kinglets. Great Blue and Green 
Herons, Wood Duck and perhaps 
other waterfowl can be found on 
the pond. Hopefully, weather could 
provide us with some late migrating 
warblers along with some sparrow 
family birds. 

Meet at 8:00 a.m. in front of Barnes 
& Noble in Mohawk Commons 
on the corner of State Street and 
Balltown Road in Niskayuna. We 
will carpool the short distance to the 
preserve. 

NOVEMBER

TOMHANNOCK RESERVOIR 
Saturday, November 5 
Rensselaer County; morning

Coordinator:  Larry Alden 
 861-6087 
 overlook@nycap.rr.com

Join us for a morning trip that 
circles the Tomhannock Reservoir. 
We should find a good variety of 
waterfowl as well as resident and 
migrant passerines and possibly 
shorebirds. Rarities such as Ross’ 
Goose and Gray Kingbird have 
turned up at the Tomhannock in the 
fall and we often find a Bald Eagle or 
two. Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the parking 
area at the intersection of Lake Shore 
Drive and NY Route 7 at the west 
end of the causeway. Bring a scope if 
you have one.

COLLINS LAKE 
Saturday, November 12 
Schenectady County; morning

Coordinator:  Don Gresens 
 370-3923 
 dgresens@nycap.rr.com

We will observe Collins Lake for late 
migrating waterfowl from the beach 
and the east side of the lake and also 
take a walk along the east side of 
the Mohawk River for fall sparrows. 
Foliage will be off of the trees to 
make finding LBJs a bit easier. Meet 
at Jumpin’ Jacks in Scotia at 8:00 a.m. 
Bring a scope if you have one. 

DECEMBER

RESERVATIONS FOR 
CAMPFIRE AND OWLING 
Wednesday, December 7 

CAMPFIRE AND OWLING 
AT FIVE RIVERS  
Saturday, December 10 
Albany County; late afternoon/
evening

Coordinators:  Scott Stoner &  
 Denise Hackert-Stoner 
 765-6760 
 scottjstoner@aol.com

Joint program with the Audubon 
Society of the Capital Region

Great Horned Owls are often heard 
calling around dusk at this time 
of year in the deep pine woods at 
Five Rivers. In this special joint 
program, we will meet at 4 p.m. 
at the visitor center at Five Rivers 
for a brief introduction, then walk 
about 1 mile out to a woods that has 
been productive for owls in the past. 
Along the way or on the way back, 
stop around our blazing campfire 
and enjoy a hot dog and a cup of 
hot chocolate. The owls are not 
guaranteed, but a good time is nearly 
a certainty in this popular event on 
the HMBC schedule. Reservations 
are needed in advance so we know 
how much food to buy. Contact 
either Scott or Denise.

mailto:dgresens@nycap.rr.com
mailto:overlook@nycap.rr.com
mailto:dgresens@nycap.rr.com
mailto:scottjstoner@aol.com
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SCHENECTADY 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
Saturday, December 17

Coordinator:  Bill Lee

SOUTHERN RENSSELAER 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
Monday, December 26

Coordinator:  Philip Whitney

TROY CHRISTMAS  
BIRD COUNT 
Saturday, December 31

Coordinator: Larry Alden 
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