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VIEWING WINTER CRANES IN JAPAN
by Bernie Grossman
Within the ABA-defined region of North America, we find two species of crane. One is the endangered WHOOPING CRANE
which breeds in Manitoba at the Wood Buffalo NP and winters primarily along the
Inside This Issue …
coast of Texas, especially at the Aransas NWR near Rockport.. Only a few hundred
of these birds remain as a result of intensive efforts at captive breeding and careful
President’s Corner….........99
protection. Boat trips into the Refuge are available, and these take one quite close
to the feeding birds. Chris and I saw some when we were on a south Texas birding
Field Trip Reports...…......101
tour.
Upcoming HMBC Programs
In contrast to the rarity of the WHOOPING CRANE, the second crane species, THE
….………………….….… 104
SANDHILL, is very common particularly in wintering areas like Bosque del Apache
NWR in New Mexico or in the spring along the Platte River in Nebraska. Cranes by
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the thousands can be observed here.
Raptor Rapture!..………..108
SANDHILL CRANES are very uncommon in NYSOA Region 8. A couple of years ago, a
HMBC and Bethlehem School
pair famously wintered over in a small open water patch on the Mohawk River by
……………………………109
the Clamsteam Tavern in Halfmoon. This pair was observed by many local birders
at that time. It appeared, too, that the birds spent the day feeding in a corn field
Upcoming Field Trips…...113
near the Commons Park in Latham. Our first sighting of this species was an over
flight by a flock as we drove along I-95 in southern Michigan. Ah! The joys of a
sunroof.
Japan reveres cranes as a figure of longevity and good luck. We took a birding tour to Japan in February of this year to
see the country’s cranes, other resident and migrant species and to enjoy some of Japan’s culture.

(continued on p 110)
ANNOUNCEMENT - SAVE THE DATE
The Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club is very proud to announce that we are hosting the annual NYSOA conference
here in Albany. So mark your calendars now. October 2-4, 2015. That’s next year, not this year.
If you’d like to help, just give me a buzz. 518-573-7999.
Jory Langner
President, HMBC
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President’s Corner

Happy Birthday to us! Our club was formed 75 years ago as the Schenectady
Bird Club. As stated on HMBC.NET, our website:
“The Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club got its start as the Schenectady Bird Club in
1939. The organization served birders not only in Schenectady and Scotia, but
Albany and Troy as well. As time passed, the Club claimed the surrounding
Capital District as its territory. In 1969, the name was changed to reflect the
broader geographical interest of the club. Centered at the confluence of the
state's two largest rivers, HMBC stands ready to serve those who have an
interest in the appreciation of wildlife.”
I am glad to report that the club continues to flourish. Field trips, programs,
HMBirds, our website, Feathers, our conservation letters and the Reist
Sanctuary all continue in excellent shape, albeit our website is still recovering
from the hacking incident in the spring. Membership is up slightly and
financially we remain sound, still reaping the benefits of converting to
electronic communications. I have a renewed and great appreciation for all
the members who volunteer their time to make our club function so well. And
for all the members over these past 75 years for creating and maintaining such
a healthy and vibrant community.
Here are some quick updates on three of the club’s activities:
CLIMATE CHANGE
Ten of us met last month to brainstorm ideas on what the club could do in
recognition of our climate change situation. In addition to the ideas we
generated at that gathering, a few members emailed me with some additional
suggestions. We will be organizing our next gathering shortly to prioritize and
plan specific actions. If you’re interested in participating, let me know. The
nearly 40 ideas came in five flavors:
-

-

Make a Change: doing things differently such as low carbon field trips,
active promotion of car-pooling, live-streaming programs, etc.
Citizen Science: focus future field trips to document population
changes of target species, more extensive use of ebird reporting,
emphasize reporting of endangered species, etc.
Investigate and Coordinate: work with other birding and
environmental organizations, universities, to share ideas, strategies
and create communal projects.
Public Outreach: raise awareness outside of the club by expanding
school programming, getting more articles in local newspapers and
radio stations, more and better publicized outreach events hosted by
the club, etc.
Political Activism: expand and enhance our conservation efforts,
become involved in political processes working with other
environmental organizations, etc.
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President’s Corner ……..(continued)
YOUTH OUTREACH
Fun, fun, fun! Gotta love the kids in the Bethlehem Children’s School in Slingerlands. They love the birds and we have such a
great time with them. Our work with the school continues this year as we will be working with the students on a monthly
basis. October was quite a success as we repeated our introductory program including topics such as “what is a bird?” and
“how to identify birds”. The topic for our November program is Citizen Science, experiments and ebird.
NYSOA ANNUAL MEETING October 2015
As I’ve written before, we will be hosting the NYSOA Annual Meeting in October of next year. We’ve settled on a date (October
2-4), a venue (Holiday Inn on Wolf Road) and a speaker (the world-reknown Jon Dunn). We have recently formed a steering
committee, which will meet for the first time in January to start planning the details of the conference (presenters, papers,
logistics, meals, registration, field trips, etc). Mark your calendars for Oct 2-4, 2015.
If you have any questions or comments about this, please contact me or any member of the board.
Jory Langner
president@hmbc.net

You, too, can contribute to Feathers!


Do you have a birding story or photos that might be of interest to other birders?



Did you take a birding vacation?



Do you have a favorite birding spot?

Share them with HMBC members by submitting them to:
HMBC Contact Information
BIRDLINE of EASTERN NEW YORK:
E-mail: contact@hmbc.net
HMBC website: http//hmbc.net

Please send all electronic submissions for Feathers via e-mail to:
Chris Grossman at bgrossman@nycap.rr.com.
Send all paper submissions to:
Chris Grossman
7 Nott Rd.
Rexford, NY 12148
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Field Trip Reports
Albany Pine Bush Preserve
Sunday, September 21, 2014
The Karner Barrens East section of the Albany Pine Bush Preserve was the site of this bird walk, with fall migrants being
our quarry. A moderate south wind was gusty at times, but did not significantly hamper the viewing. We walked to the
top of the dune overlook, then headed back to the yellow trailhead and followed it clockwise until just after the trail
turned east, before retracing our steps. Halfway along this part of the trail, the habitat changed from pitch pine-scrub
oak to a pine-oak forest, with scattered white birch and other deciduous trees, and a taller understory. This is the area
that appears to be favored by most of the migrant birds.
Observing the maxim "to find warblers in fall, look to where chickadees call", we slowly walked the path, stopping
periodically to listen for call notes. The first hour was very quiet, with only resident TOWHEES, CATBIRDS, NUTHATCHES, BLUE
JAYS, and the like making themselves known to us. As we headed back towards the trailhead, two BLUE-HEADED VIREOS
made an appearance in some low saplings, giving good looks to all. Gradually, a few more birds drifted into the area, and
we had found a foraging group of CHICKADEES, warblers, and vireos; more accurately, they had found us. The BLUE-HEADED
VIREOS began singing softly, and we could track the movement of the foraging group by listening for the vireos. Birds
seen during the next hour included EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE, RED-EYED VIREO, RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH, PURPLE FINCH, and the
following nine WARBLER species: NASHVILLE, NORTHERN PARULA, MAGNOLIA, BLACK-THROATED GREEN, PINE (SINGING BRIEFLY),
PRAIRIE, BLACKPOLL, AMERICAN REDSTART, and OVENBIRD. Other notable species were SHARP-SHINNED HAWK, RUBY-THROATED
HUMMINGBIRD, EASTERN PHOEBE, and NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRDS (2).
This is the second consecutive year that we've found concentrations of migrants roaming this small area of the Pine
Bush. It is well worth exploring at this time of year. Patience is required to locate the foraging birds, but once found they
allow for reasonable looks as they are mostly twenty feet or less from the ground, and moving deliberately in search of
food items.
Thank you to everyone who participated in today's outing, we had a lot of good birds, and good conversation during the
lulls. We look forward to seeing you on future club trips.
- Tom and Colleen Williams

Woodlawn Preserve
Saturday, October 4, 2014
The wet weather held off long enough for a small group of birders to wander through Woodlawn Preserve. A
couple hundred feet into the Preserve, we found our first of three foraging flocks of birds. They kept the group
observing for about 20 minutes before moving out of sight. Farther along the trail the other two flocks were
seen. These flocks had at least eight different warbler species combined. In all TENNESSEE, NASHVILLE, MAGNOLIA,
YELLOW-RUMPED, BLACK-THROATED GREEN, PALM, COMMON YELLOWTHROAT and WILSON’S WARBLERS were identified. We
also had a flock of about 2 dozen WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS cross our path. Other notables were a vocal
COMMON RAVEN flyover, a number of BLUE-HEADED VIREOS and a female SCARLET TANAGER. All together the group
tallied 31 species plus 1 screaming Female.
- Don Gresens
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Field Trip Reports……….. (continued)
Five Rivers
Sunday, October 5, 2014
We had beautiful weather and good birding on the HMBC field trip at Five Rivers in Delmar. I was there before
7:00 am and saw a MERLIN before the group assembled. It was near the east leg of the Wild Turkey Trail, in the
same snag where we saw both a Merlin and an American Kestrel on last month's HMBC trip. I also heard a
GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET from the parking lot before the group arrived. Once the group assembled, we saw a
NORTHERN HARRIER flying over the orchard. Then we headed out on the east leg of the Wild Turkey Trail and saw
a good variety of SPARROWS, including LINCOLN'S, FIELD, SONG, WHITE-CROWNED, and numerous WHITE-THROATED. I
saw a SWAMP SPARROW in the cattails in that area, and both PURPLE and HOUSE FINCHES were seen perching in
trees. There were also COMMON YELLOWTHROATS and the first of numerous YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLERS. As we
walked by Heron Pond we found a MAGNOLIA WARBLER foraging in the brush. In Wood Duck Marsh a GREEN
HERON was hunting, and a GREAT BLUE HERON was found in Fox Marsh. EASTERN PHOEBES were seen throughout. In
the area between Recharge Pond and the research ponds, we saw our first of several PALM WARBLERS, as well as
more WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS. We had a few DARK-EYED JUNCOS and got a good look at a male EASTERN TOWHEE.
On the Beaver Tree Trail we found RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH, BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER, BLUE-HEADED VIREO,
and a heard-only OVENBIRD. The only one of the six common woodpeckers we missed was Hairy. The group
total was 50 species, plus a couple that I observed before the trip began. Thanks to all who participated.
- John Kent

Collins Lake
Sunday, October 19, 2014
Jumpin’ Jacks in Scotia was the meeting place for the HMBC trip on Saturday Oct. 18th. Overcast and rain
showers were the weather for the morning. 16 birders started out at Collins Lake to scan the lake for water
fowl. As usual RING-BILLED GULLS and CANADA GEESE dominated the beach area. A flyover BALD EAGLE and two PIEDBILLED GREBES were the highlight from the beach. A group of COMMON MERGANSERS were seen on the far shore
with the aid of scopes. Quinlan Park area added 7 or 8 WOOD DUCKS along the northern shore. At the outlet of
Collins Lake a SHARP-SHINNED HAWK was located perched in a dead tree, which started the normal ID questions.
Sharpie / Cooper’s, square tail / round tail. Consensus was a young Sharpie. Then off to the trail along the
northern side of the Mohawk River. This area we hoped to find Fox Sparrow, Lincoln’s Sparrow and Whitecrowned Sparrow. We managed to ID some WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS, but no Fox or Lincoln’s were found. We
had flyovers of a NORTHERN HARRIER and a COOPER’S HAWK. A 5 pack of woodpeckers were seen missing a Pileated
Woodpecker for a 6 pack. CAROLINA WRENS were singing most of the time. YELLOW-RUMPED and PALM WARBLERS
were sighted along with HOUSE and PURPLE FINCHES. The sparrow family yielded FIELD, SONG, many WHITETHROATED and WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS filled out the list. All total 49 species were identified on the walk, with
some of us damp, wet, slightly muddy at the end. All had an enjoyable walk despite the rather poor weather
conditions.
- Don Gresens
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Field Trip Reports……….. (continued)
Tomhannock Reservoir
Saturday, November 8, 2014
In late fall, Tomhannock Reservoir located east of Troy is an important stopping point for migrating waterfowl,
and HMBC has long run a trip around it in early November. Twelve birders joined me for this tour November 8
on a cold, cloudy day. Temperatures never rose above 40°F. Fortunately, the wind was quite light.
Water levels were low, and shoreline and mud flats were exposed. Further, bird numbers were low probably
due to the above average temperatures in the preceding weeks. Still, we found a total of 40 species, none of
which were unusual.
The water south of the Route 7 causeway held the most ducks. Here we saw MALLARD, BLACK DUCK, HOODED and
COMMON MERGANSERS, and WOOD and RUDDY DUCKS. There were large numbers of HOODED MERGANSERS while the
numbers of CANADA GEESE were scarce.
We then drove around the Reservoir in the usual counter-clockwise direction. Walking down to a point, we
found that the low water levels were low enough to allow us to walk out to the nearby island. A large BALD
EAGLE nest was spotted on the other side of the Reservoir. We were pleased to see an adult eagle standing on
the nest doing some renovations. A second adult was spotted close by.
At Otter Creek, we were able to find a COMMON LOON and two shorebirds on the mudflat near the road. These
were initially thought to be a WILSON’S SNIPE and a GREATER YELLOWLEGS, but later identified as a pair of PECTORAL
SANDPIPERS.
From the pump station, we could see large numbers of CANADA GEESE, but the best finds were a pair each of
HORNED GREBES and LONG-TAILED DUCKS. The latter were way out, but the head marking and long tail feathers of
the male were easily seen through scopes.
- Bernie Grossman

Vischer Ferry Nature Preserve
Sunday, November 16, 2014
Nine, warmly-dressed birders arrived at Vischer Ferry on this very cold morning for the HMBC field trip. Partly
because of the ice on the west pond, we drove to the Power Plant first which is always ice-free. Here we
found 2 adult Bald Eagles keeping watch as they often do on the island below the dam. Waterfowl here were
almost non-existent; however, we did find a distant, sleeping duck above the dam with 2 whitish patches on
the face. We narrowed this down to either Surf or White-winged Scoter but couldn't be sure. Moving on to
Ferry Drive we found a few more ducks in the river including 2 WOOD DUCKS. Then, from the main entrance we
walked west along the towpath. The pond was mostly frozen but this was helpful for us because it
concentrated the ducks into a few spots where they were easier to see. We had good views of 5 AMERICAN

104

Field Trip Reports……….. (continued)
WIGEON and about 20 GREEN-WINGED TEAL. These were both life birds for one person. Overall songbirds were
limited to just a few of the most common ones including EASTERN BLUEBIRD and WHITE-THROATED SPARROW.
A few of us returned to the Power Plant at the end to take another shot at identifying the scoter, but we
couldn't find it. We did get a good look at a very agitated male PILEATED WOODPECKER. Including the Pileated
Woodpecker, the final species count was 32.
- John Hershey

Upcoming HMBC Programs
Workshop on Gull Identification
Speakers: Gregg Recer and Will Raup
January 5, 2015 – 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
William K. Sanford (Colonie Town) Library 629 Albany Shaker Road, Loudonville, N.Y.
Gulls are easy to see, but ID-ing them is not always so easy to figure out. This workshop will combine a program with a
local field trip to help develop gull identification skills. The program will include a photographic survey of identification
features for commonly-encountered eastern North American gulls and an interactive question-and-answer session. We'll
emphasize learning all the variations in the really common gull species -- Herring, Ring-billed and Great Black-backed -as the basis for recognizing rarer species such as Iceland, Glaucous, Lesser Black-backed and others. The program will be
followed by a local field trip to be scheduled later in January to work on applying the information discussed in the
program to field identification.

Passenger Pigeon: Icon of Extinction
Speaker: Dr. Jeremy Kirchman
February 2, 2015 – 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
William K. Sanford (Colonie Town) Library 629 Albany Shaker Road, Loudonville, N.Y.
Dr. Jeremy Kirchman of the New York State Museum speaks about the Passenger Pigeon.

Upcoming Audubon Programs
Saturday, January 3, TROY 2015 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Coordinator/Compiler: Larry Alden 861-6087 overlook@nycap.rr.com
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On Nature
In a Rut
by Denise Hackert-Stoner and Scott Stoner

When we pulled into the driveway of the hotel
in Mammoth Hot Springs, the headquarters of
Yellowstone National Park, we were practically
surrounded by elk. Great 700 pound beasts
were in the driveway, on the lawn, across the
street, and between us and the restaurant.
While Denise ran in to check in, Scott began
snapping pictures. We were literally in the
middle of an elk herd, or more specifically, an
elk harem. Perhaps 20 or 30 cows, and a
single bull, run ragged trying to keep them
together, were just inches from the hotel. The
park rangers were just as busy, working hard

On Nature……….. (continued)
to keep human visitors and elk residents
separated and safe. The whole thing was a
spectacle beyond our wildest expectations.

We had timed our trip to Yellowstone for the
end of September, trying to catch both the
foliage and the bugling of elk. We had seen
glorious foliage at Grant Teton the week
before, and some distant elk in the willows
along the edge of Jackson Lake there, and
heard them bugling. But nothing prepared us
for the action at Mammoth! Elk were
everywhere.
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On Nature……….. (continued)
Lawns were roped off, roads closed off, and people being directed away, as elk are both unpredictable and
dangerous. And in the height of the rut, anything can happen. One bull, who was a mainstay around
Mammoth and nicknamed “Touchdown” by park staff, had reportedly struck more than 20 vehicles. The elk
had literally taken over Mammoth.
The rangers banged shovels together to scare the elk out of the road, and again, closed areas as needed to
keep vehicles and pedestrians back. The open deck seating area of the hotel seemed a safe viewing point,
except that when a bull came too close, the rangers chased the people back from there too. Even the short
walk to dinner was a bit of a gauntlet, as elk were often between the hotel and the restaurant or in the street
right out from the restaurant
window.
People were fascinated with the
elk. From cell phones to expensive
telephotos, photographers were
capturing it all. What was tougher
to capture, but just as indelibly
recorded in human memories
were the sounds. The shouts of
the rangers, the clang of the
shovels, the roar of the patrol cars,
and the call of the elk themselves.

On Nature………..
(continued)

All night they were bugling, at times right outside our hotel window! An almost eerie, semi-musical sound,
kind of like high-pitched bagpipes, as the bulls laid claim to their harem. The cows were vocal as well, a much
softer, almost a yip call, again, heard in the night outside our window. But this is why we were there – and we
loved every second of it!
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On Nature……….. (continued)
There were other bulls in the area, and the park service kept a close watch on all of them. We weren’t sure
how the names originated, but in
addition to touchdown there was
Orion, and a new interloper called
Gus. The elk neither knew nor cared
about what we humans called them;
all they cared about were the cows,
and the cows seemed to have zero
reciprocal interest in them!
Many of our photos were rather
dark, as the “elk action” got busiest
toward dusk, or even at dark. But
one evening there was an opening
of sunlight after several dreary days.
While Denise held our place in the
line for dinner, Scott ran back for a camera (reminder – ALWAYS carry a camera!) and got back in time to get
the photo of the bull shown here. Lost in this venture, Denise was almost through with dinner by the time
Scott joined her!
As human activity at the park wound down for the season, visitors and seasonal staff packing up and leaving,
facilities moving toward shutdown, the elk remained, bugling away, seemingly totally oblivious to the human
fascination with their annual fall ritual.
Denise and Scott
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RAPTOR RAPTURE!
The annual Raptor Rapture! Bird Awareness Day took place Saturday, November 15 at the New York State Museum. Live
birds of prey were part of the displays, that included Native American storytelling and activities related to birds.
Member of HMBC provided games for children that involved identifying common local birds.

Bird Identification Game

Don Gresens and Nettye Lamkay

Jory Langner, President of HMBC, playing bird identification game with children
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HMBC WORKS WITH BETHLEHEM CHILDREN’S SCHOOL
Each month, HMBC leads a bird-related workshop at Bethlehem Children’s School, in Slingerlands NY, which is
a small school with students in primary, elementary and middle school classes. Club members Al Mapes, Larry
Deyss and Jory Langner work with the school to develop programs that fit in with curriculum each month.

This month’s session was “Citizen Science”. The school’s youngest students are pictured here conducting an
experiment with bird seed … to observe, identify different species of birds that come to the four feeders
stocked with Whole Corn, Cracked Corn, Thistle Seed and Sunflower Seeds. Over the course of the upcoming
month, results will be given to the older students who learned about citizen science and using eBird. We set
up an account for the school, an eBird location and entered the day’s sightings.
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VIEWING WINTER CRANES IN JAPAN……….. (continued)
Three crane species can be found in numbers during the winter while very small numbers of other crane species can also
be spotted. Two species, the HOODED CRANE and the WHITE-NAPED CRANE concentrate around the rice field near Kagoshima
on Kyushu. Kyushu is the southern-most main Japanese island, and Kagoshima is an industrial, seaport city at its
southern tip
The third species, the magnificent RED-CROWNED CRANE, is found primarily on the northern main island of Hokkaido. The
birds are fairly sedentary, and so, do not migrate.
Conservation and nature education groups have established feeding/viewing centers near the main concentrating points
for the cranes. The first center we visited was near the coast in an agricultural area a few miles outside of Kagoshima. It
was a solid two-story structure having a gift shop and snack area on the first floor and a large viewing room on the
second. The center was surrounded by rice fields whose owners had agreed to leave the fields untouched while the
cranes were around. The center spread feed along a roadway from the center into the wet muddy fields, so the
immediate area was a sea of HOODED and WHITE-NAPED CRANES (Figure 1). Birds were constantly arriving or leaving the
center area, and LARGE-BILLED CROWS and BLACK-EARED KITES also patrolled the air.

Fig. 1 (Sea of Cranes)
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VIEWING WINTER CRANES IN JAPAN……….. (continued)
The HOODED CRANE is a large bird with a long neck and legs (Figure 2) The WHITE-NAPED CRANE is larger with a gray body
color that extends up the front of its neck. The back of the neck and the top of the head colored white. Mature birds
have a red leathery area mainly behind the eyes. A size
comparison can be seen in Figure 3. Figures 4 and 5 show each
species in flight.
Fig. 2 (Hooded Cranes)
The estimated that >10,500 HOODED and >1,600 WHITE-NAPED
CRANES were visiting the center the days we were there. We also
saw a pair each of COMMON and SANDHILL CRANES. These species
were too far away for me to photograph.

Fig. 3 (Size comparison of HOODED and WHITE-NAPED CRANES)
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VIEWING WINTER CRANES IN JAPAN……….. (continued)

Fig. 4 (HOODED CRANE in flight)

Fig. 5 (WHITE-NAPED CRANES in flight)

In contrast to the relatively mild, but windy conditions in Kyushu, Hokkaido was suffering a bitter, snowy winter. We
were lucky to be able to fly in, and closed roads forced us to adjust our plans. We drove to a far field near the Kushiro
airport shortly after picking up our bus. Here, an elderly woman had been spreading corn on the snow behind her house
to attract the RED-CROWNED CRANES, and the wooden fence line along the road was filled with people watching the
beautiful birds.
Fig. 6 (RED-CROWNED CRANES)
These cranes are large like the WHITE-NAPED, but are white
with a black tail and wing tips. They have a red patch on
the top of their heads (Figure 6). This species is famous for
their stately courtship dances which were beginning for
the coming breeding season. The male would approach a
female; point its bill straight up; then jump into the air
while raising its wings in a “dancing” movement (Figure 7).
From here, we went to the crane center closer to Kushiro,
another industrial seaport on Hokkaido’s southeast coast.
This viewing/education center was smaller and less
developed than the first one. It had an administrative
building, a weather shelter, and a long wooden rail fence
to separate the viewers from the birds. Again corn had
been spread to feed the birds and a larger group as well as
some WHOOPER SWANS was here. There was also a large
number of photographers present, and these had large,
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VIEWING WINTER CRANES IN JAPAN……….. (continued)
expensive photography set ups. They cameras were equipped with remote triggers, and every neat crane move was
accompanied by volleys of triggered shutters.
Fig. 7 (Dancing cranes)
A hot springs fed stream attractive
to cranes was located near the
center, so we awoke early one
morning to visit the stream. If the
temperature is low enough, a fog
forms above the water, and the
cranes appear to emerge from the
mist as they walk around. It is a
famous photography location, and
the numbers of birders and
photographers have gotten so
large, the government has built a
special bridge over the river for
them to separate them from auto
traffic. Unfortunately (or
fortunately depending), the
temperature was too warm for the
mist to form, so we missed the spectacle.
The cranes were one of several high points of our tour. We saw some beautiful birds, had some great food, and enjoyed
the famous hot springs inns or onsen.

Upcoming Field Trips
DECEMBER
Saturday, December 20, SCHENECTADY CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Coordinator/Compiler: Larry Alden 861-6087 overlook@nycap.rr.com

Saturday, December 27, SOUTHERN RENSSELAER CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Coordinator/Compiler: Phil Whitney, 377-9050, philandmarjwhitney@earthlink.net

Saturday, January 3, 2015, TROY 2014 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Coordinator/Compiler: Larry Alden 861-6087 overlook@nycap.rr.com
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Upcoming Field Trips……….. (continued)
JANUARY
Thursday, January 1, NEW YEAR’S DAY BIRD COUNT AT FIVE RIVERS
(Albany County; morning)

Coordinators: Ray Perry 475-0291 (daytime) raymond.perry@dec.ny.gov
Scott Stoner 785-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com
This year marks the 34rd Annual New Year’s Day Bird Count at Five Rivers. The goal of the count is to identify all the bird
species present on January 1st. This also marks the start of the annual bird list. HMBC joins the event again this year and
encourages members to participate. Groups will go out at 9:00 a.m. from the Interpretive Building (visitor center), but
birders are welcome to come earlier to get a head start. Call ahead to Five Rivers in case of inclement weather.

Friday, January 2, NOTIFICATION / LISTING FOR RARE BIRD TRIP
Coordinator: Bill Lee 374-3426 bileej@hotmail.com
If any especially rare bird(s) is/are reported in our general area, we plan to take a trip to look for it. This is usually a day
trip, but sometimes requires an overnight stay. To get on the notification list for alert and trip details, contact the
coordinator. In past years, participants saw Ivory Gull and Tufted Duck.

Saturday, January 3, TROY 2015 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Coordinator/Compiler: Larry Alden 861-6087 overlook@nycap.rr.com

Saturday, January 10, GULL ID WORKSHOP TRIP
Coordinator: Will Raup 944-8711 hoaryredpoll@hotmail.com
Info to follow

FEBRUARY
Saturday, January 17, ANNUAL STATE WATERFOWL COUNT (morning/all day)
Coordinator: Gary Goodness 862-9260 goodness@nycap.rr.com
On the local segment of this statewide event, participants will count waterfowl and other birds on the Hudson River
between North Troy and Hudson Falls.
Meet at 8:30 a.m. in the Hannaford parking lot on the east end of the North Troy-Waterford Bridge (NY Route 4).

Monday, February 2, DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS, CAPE ANN & NEWBURYPORT/PLUM ISLAND
weekend, out-of-area trip, February 13- 16
Coordinator/Leaders: Bill Lee 374-3426 bileej@hotmail.com
Bernie Grossman 399-9159 bgrossman@nycap.rr.com
Contact Bill Lee by February 2nd to reserve a spot and for hotel reservation information.
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Upcoming Field Trips……….. (continued)
Saturday, February 7, BIRDING BY SNOWSHOE AT FIVE RIVERS (Albany County; morning)
Coordinator: Ray Perry 475-0291 raymond.perry@dec.ny.gov
Joint trip with the Audubon Society of the Capital Region
Join Ray for a special outing of birding by snowshoe. Meet at the Visitor Center at 9 a.m. for a brief introduction to
snowshoeing, then strap on the waffle stompers and go over the meadow and through the woods in search of winter
specialties. The program is geared for the birding/snowshoeing novice and is open to the public, but space is limited. The
snowshoes are provided through the Friends of Five Rivers. They have changed their policy on snowshoe rentals. There
must be at least 8 inches of snow and a $5 per pair rental charge for non-members of Friends of Five Rivers. Please call
Five Rivers at 518-475-0291 by Wednesday, February 4th to register. If there is insufficient snow, we will go on foot. In
the event of severe weather, this program may be cancelled.

Friday – Monday, February 13 – 16, CAPE ANN & NEWBURYPORT/PLUM ISLAND (weekend)
Coordinator/Leaders: Bill Lee 374-3426 bileej@hotmail.com
Bernie Grossman 399-9159 bgrossman@nycap.rr.com
The Cape Ann and the Newburyport/Plum Island, MA, areas are prime winter birding locations. We will spend Saturday on
Cape Ann's shoreline looking for white-winged gulls, wintering sea ducks such as Harlequins, scoters, eiders and loons as
well as other winter visitors like Purple Sandpipers and Guillemot. Sunday will be spent at Newburyport and Plum Island
searching for more sea birds, Harriers, Snowy Owl, etc. Monday morning is make-up time where we will pick up any spots
and target species missed. Plan 2 to 3 nights in a motel. By Club policy, this overnight trip is for members with nonmembers accommodated if room is available and with the leader's approval.

Thursday, February 19, DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS, FORT EDWARD GRASSLANDS Washington
County; afternoon through dusk)
Coordinators: Scott Stoner & Denise Hackert-Stoner 785-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com

Saturday, February 21, MOHAWK RIVER/COHOES TO CRESCENT (Albany County; morning)
Coordinator: Bill Lee 374-3426 bileej@hotmail.com
This area, including Cohoes Falls and Simmons Island, offers a great opportunity to study gulls and waterfowl that winter
along the Mohawk River. We will look for Glaucous, Iceland and Lesser Black-backed Gulls often present in small
numbers in the winter. This trip will be a good introduction to the many fine vantage points along the Mohawk. Wintering
Bald Eagles are likely.
Meet at the NY State Dam Recreation area behind the U-Haul Rental in Cohoes at 8:30 a.m. From 787 going north, turn
right onto Route 470 (Ontario Street) in Cohoes. Then turn left onto Clark Ave and proceed to the end. In case of snow,
trip will be held on Sunday, February 22.
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Upcoming Field Trips……….. (continued)
Sunday, February 22, FORT EDWARD GRASSLANDS (Washington County; afternoon through dusk)
Coordinators: Scott Stoner & Denise Hackert-Stoner 785-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com
Short-eared Owls are seen most winters in the Fort Edward Grasslands, an Important Bird Area in Washington County.
This area is also known for other wintering raptors such as Rough-legged Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks, and Northern
Harriers. Wintering field birds including Horned Lark, Snow Bunting, and Eastern Bluebird are good possibilities, while
Lapland Longspur and Northern Shrike are less likely. If Snowy Owl has been reported, we will make a special effort to
see it.
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED; Contact the coordinators no later than Feb, 19, to sign up and get the meeting time
and place. Space is limited and carpooling will be necessary.
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