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Fall migration bird banding at the Albany Pine Bush Preserve wrapped up at the 

end of October. On one of the final mornings of the survey, I went out with the 

Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission science staff and volunteers to take some 

photographs. It is always interesting to see birds up-close and observe experienced 

banders extract information like species identity, age, sex, and health through 

careful examination of the birds. Later, while sorting through my photographs, I 

paused on a close-up of branching feathers around the eye of a tufted titmouse. 

These lacy, dendritic feathers were loose and airy, but not in a way that looked 

particularly warm or aerodynamic, so I puzzled for a moment over their specific 

forms. I started to wonder about the structure and function of feathers in general, 

and a little online research quickly provided me with an abundance of fascinating 

features hidden in the drabbest of plumage. 

From U.S. 20/Western Avenue. Heading east on U.S. 20/Western Avenue, turn 

right on Hillcrest Avenue to Berkshire Boulevard.  Follow Berkshire Boulevard 

for one-half mile to Buckingham Pond. The parking lot is on the left at the 

intersection with Colonial Avenue. OR heading west on U.S. 20/Western 

Avenue, turn left onto Colonial Avenue. Follow Colonial Avenue to the 

intersection with Berkshire Boulevard, where the Buckingham Pond parking 

lot is directly across the street. 

I want to share some of the things that surprised me most, and what better place 

to start than at the root? While the roots of most feathers on the bodies of birds 

only go as deep as the skin, some feathers are attached to the bird’s skeleton. Yes, 

those long wing feathers that are critical to a bird’s flight anchor directly to birds’ 

wing bones with ligaments. I have generally thought of feathers as being akin to 

hair. They grow out of specific follicles in the skin, they fall out and are replaced, 

and they are even made of keratin. But imagine having thick, rigid hairs attached to 

your bones! Of course, it makes a lot of sense for these particular feathers to be 

attached to bone rather than just to skin or muscle, because birds use them to 

push themselves through air. (continued on page 4) 
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I like birds. Maybe more than a normal person should. I’ve also found that I like 

other people who like birds. I have found them to be some of the kindest people, 

both in their treatment of their peers and in their willingness to share their 

knowledge. 

I grew up birding and didn’t even know it. As a child, my parents would regularly 

take the family to Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge in the late summer to see 

hundreds upon hundreds of baby Canada geese. What an experience for a child to 

be able to see a wild animal that close, goslings crossing the road with angry 

parents sticking out their tongues, dipping their heads, and spitting. It felt like a 

safari. In the spring and fall we would spend afternoons driving around looking for 

flocks of snow geese. It was always amazing to see a field of white come to life 

and hover above the ground. So, I guess my first friendly birders were, and always 

will be, my parents.  

It wasn’t until later in my life that I started honing my skills and making birding a 

hobby. It was then that I started encountering other birders. Driving or hiking 

around, a pair of binoculars is always an instant conversation starter. “What’ve 

you got?” “Seen that Prothonotary?” “Is it still here?” “Did you see the eagle?!” 

That last is the inevitable conclusion of many conversations in Montezuma. 

Growing up seeing eagles, I don’t think I fully appreciate how rare it was to see 

them 40 o 50 years ago. Birders seem more than willing to share, let you take a 

peak, give you the scoop.  And it is wonderful! 

Most recently, a kind couple invited me to visit their feeders where they have 

regularly been seeing Evening Grosbeaks. I don’t want to say this was a nemesis 

bird for me (I have plenty of those), but it sure was one I didn’t want to miss this 

winter. Desperate to see them, I would check ebird every day to see where they 

were. And it seemed like they were everywhere. Except in front of my bins! 

Finally, I reached out to this couple who were regularly reporting them. I didn’t 

want to creep their private property from the roadside (though, to be honest, I 

had done some slow drive-bys of other locations where grosbeaks were reported) 

,  and it looked like I would need to put in an honest effort to see them. This 

couple was so kind, they invited me to drive up the driveway and get a good spot 

for the show. And right on cue, the grosbeaks appeared! They couldn’t care less 

about me, but I was mesmerized by them. What an elegant bird. Sure, they 

behave like ring-billed gulls fighting over a hotdog bun at the beach.  But, I 

couldn’t look away. I must have sat just watching them for a half an hour. That 

kind couple gave me an unforgettable experience. And one of my favorite life 

birds. 

So here’s to you birders! You know who you are. Keep being amazing people! I’ll 

be sure to pay it forward. 
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You, too, can contribute to Feathers! 

 Do you have a birding story or photos that might be of interest to other birders? 

 Have you led a field trip for HMBC? 

 Have you written short prose or poetry on the subject of birds?  We’re starting a Writers’ Page! 

 Did you take a birding vacation? 

 Do you have a favorite birding spot? 

SHARE them with HMBC members by submitting them to: 

HMBC Contact Information 

BIRDLINE of EASTERN NEW YORK:  

E-mail: contact@hmbc.net 

HMBC website: http//hmbc.net 

Please send all electronic submissions for Feathers via e-mail to:  

Denise Hackert-Stoner at DeniseHStoner@aol.com.  

Send all paper submissions to: 

 Denise Hackert-Stoner 

6 Knob Hill Road. 

Loudonville,  

NY  

12211 

 

 New printing of Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region is now available 

Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region, a new printing of HMBC’s classic book, is now available. A copy is 

$20 for HMBC members and $25 for non-members. An additional charge of $5 for postage and handling will be 

added to the price per book. Contact Gregg Recer   gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu or (518) 899-2678 if you are interested in 

purchasing a copy. Checks should be made out to Hudson Mohawk Bird Club and should be sent to: 

Gregg Recer 

23 Scotch Mist Way 

Malta, NY 12020 
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FEATURES OF FEATHERS  (continued………) 
 

If these feathers were not held rigidly in place, flying would require much more energy. Imagine, for instance, trying to row a 

boat with an oar attached to your shirt rather than one you could hold firmly in your hand. This is roughly analogous to the 

difference between flying with feathers attached to skin and those attached to bone.  

Now, on to color. Look around you. In most environments, the colors we see are the result of pigments absorbing certain 

wavelengths of light. The light that doesn’t get absorbed by a pigment reflects off of it – this reflected light is what we see as 

color. The particular color of the reflected light depends on which wavelengths are present and which are missing. Your blue 

shirt only looks blue because the dye used to color the shirt is absorbing all the wavelengths of visible light except those that 

appear blue to us. There is a different kind of coloration at work in many bird feathers. When we see blue, green, or 

iridescent coloration on a bird, it is usually a result of structural color, sometimes working in conjunction with pigments. 

Structural color happens when a material’s microscopic structure sorts white light into light of different wavelengths (colors) 

and only reflects some of those wavelengths back, allowing the other wavelengths to pass through, scatter, or cancel out due 

to destructive interference (it’s physics!). If you’ve ever seen small rainbows of light cast around a room by a glass prism in a 

window, you’ve observed light being sorted into its different wavelengths by a colorless material (the prism). For another 

example of structural color, think of the colorful swirls on the surface of soap bubbles. The colors do not come from a 

pigment in the soap, but from the way the material reflects light. Structural color can be destroyed by crushing the material, 

scratching it, or sometimes merely by making it wet. Blue, green, and iridescent bird feathers are fascinating examples of 

materials that exhibit structural color. Although we cannot see the microscopic structures that create these colors, we can 

certainly enjoy their effects. 

Feather coloration gets even more mysterious, because some of the wavelengths of light that birds see are invisible to us. 

Most daytime-flying birds can see ultra-violet light, which our eyes cannot detect. In extreme cases, this means some of 

those drab birds that seem to all look the same, “little brown jobs” as I’ve heard them described, actually have display 

coloration visible to each other but not to us. Some of the dyes and detergents used in manufactured objects are also UV 

reflective, which means we have very little idea of how the man-made environment looks to a bird.  

Finally, one last hidden feature of feathers is that the color of a feather often corresponds with the feather’s strength. 

Melanins are pigments that result in black, red, brown, and pale yellow colors. However, melanins also tend to make feathers 

stronger. This is why flight feathers, those same feathers that attach to bones, are often full of melanins and therefore dark 

in color. White feathers, or white details on dark feathers, do not have much melanin in them and tend to degrade and 

disintegrate faster. 

There is much more to learn and share about feathers, from their growth and evolution to their structure and function. I 

encourage you to do a little investigating of your own. I found most of the information presented in this article on the Cornell 

Lab of Ornithology website and through conversations with my knowledgeable colleagues. Feathers can be extremely 

interesting objects to encounter on a hike, but please be aware that the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 makes collecting 

them illegal in most cases, so best to pack a camera, gloves, and a magnifying lens, and leave feathers where you find them 

to be enjoyed by others or used by wildlife.  
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   Field Trip Reports 
 
Five Rivers New Year’s Day Bird Count – January 1, 2019 
 
Turnout was high this morning for the annual New Year's Day bird count at the Five Rivers Environmental Education Center in 

Delmar. The unseasonably warm weather brought out fifty birders, but with the strong and gusty winds (55 MPH gusts at the 

airport), birding conditions were less than ideal. The participants split up into five field parties, each covering a different area. 

There were two adult male Northern Harriers hunting over the fields, and several of the groups got a look at one or both of 

them. Probably the most notable species were Black Vulture, seen overhead by one of the field parties, and Snow Bunting, 

seen out the window by Scott Stoner during the compilation. A Great Horned Owl was seen in flight by one party. Notable 

misses include Pileated Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, and Golden-crowned Kinglet. The difficulty hearing bird sounds 

over the wind undoubtedly contributed to those misses. The group species total was 30, which is somewhat below average. 

Thanks to all who attended and helped to add to the 38 years of data that has been collected on these counts. 

Happy New Year - 

John Kent 

Selkirk                                                                                                   

Vischer Ferry -  November 11, 2018 
 
A small group met this morning on Veterans Day for the HMBC Vischer Ferry Field Trip.  From the main entrance we 

proceeded west along the towpath.  There was a hotspot of songbird activity near the beginning with Eastern Bluebirds, 

House Finches, White-throated Sparrows, one RUSTY BLACKBIRD, a Carolina Wren, and at least one Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 

We also spotted a Red-tailed Hawk and a Sharp-shinned Hawk.  After checking for waterfowl for the last several weeks, the 

leader was surprised to find a PIED-BILLED GREBE in the pond.  Mallards are often seen in the canal near the towpath but this 

morning (and for the last week or so) at least 4 Green-winged Teal and one NORTHERN PINTAIL were hanging out there as 

well, showing little fear of traffic on the towpath and allowing for some great photo opportunities.  

Further down the towpath we also found 5 American Wigeon and 6 NORTHERN SHOVELER.  Other highlights for the trip 

included 5 woodpecker species: Hairy, Downy, Red-bellied, Pileated, and Northern Flicker.  We also had a pleasant walk from 

the water authority entrance to the River but found surprisingly little bird activity there.    

I've included a link to a photo of a Green-winged Teal in the canal that I took on 

Thursday. https://www.flickr.com/photos/85391626@N07/45809774691/in/dateposted-public/ 

 

John Hershey, trip leader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/85391626@N07/45809774691/in/dateposted-public/
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2018 CBC REPORTS 
 

Schenectady CBC – December 15, 2018 

Twenty-six participants in nine field parties, and two feeder watchers, took part in the 90th running of the Schenectady 

Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, December 15.  If you do the math, the very first Schenectady CBC was held in December of 

1929 and has been run each year since then.  Admittedly, the count effort has changed since that first count, where 15 

species were found on count day and an additional five species were found during the three days on each end of the actual 

count day. 

Count day for this 90th CBC had conditions in the count circle ranging from mostly to totally cloudy with temperatures going 

from a morning low of 37°F to a high of 48°F.  Flowing water was largely ice-free and still water was mostly iced over.  No 

snow covered the count circle and there was no precipitation.  A light wind was not an issue.  Field parties covered the 15-

mile diameter count circle between the hours of 5:30 a.m. and 4:47 p.m. 

Winter up to count day had been relatively mild, with days mostly around the freezing point and nights not overly cold.  

There had been a few snow storms, but accumulations were small and did not last particularly long.  Oddly, the coldest and 

snowiest days this winter occurred before Thanksgiving, with plowable snow and single digit temperatures.  A snowstorm 

dropped 1-2 inches of snow on Thursday of count week, but there was a significant warmup on Friday, and whatever snow 

that was on the ground had melted by Saturday. 

We found 6o species, with an additional one count week species (species found in the count circle in the three days on each 

side of count day but not on count day.)  This is below the average of the previous 10 years of 61.1 species.  The count 

maximum is 70 species from the count held in December 2007. 

Like last year, when Black-crowned Night-Heron was added to the 89-year composite of 140 species, another new species 

was added this year when one team found a Lesser Black-backed Gull and was able to compare it to nearby Ring-billed Gulls.  

Lesser Black-backed Gull was actually a species seen once (December 1997) on count week, but not count day, so with an 

increase of one count day species, there is a corresponding decrease in count week-only species.  Finding a “new” gull is a 

little surprising since gulls have become less common on this count over the years, with most area birds seeming to hang out 

at the Colonie Landfill, which is in the Troy count circle. 

Otherwise, it was not a particularly remarkable count.  The lack of both snow cover and cold temperatures allowed birds to 

be widespread and scarce.  More than one observer noted feeders stocked with seed with very few customers.  The following 

species were at least notable due to their having been found on 20 or fewer counts:  Wood Duck (19th occurrence), Long-

tailed Duck (7th), Bufflehead (8th), Common Goldeneye (18th), Black Vulture (5th), Bald Eagle (18th), Lesser Black-backed Gull 

(1st), Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (14th), Merlin (10th), Marsh Wren (3rd), Field Sparrow (11th), and White-crowned Sparrow (7th). 

There were several record high numbers of individuals, probably because of the milder conditions around count day: Wood 

Duck (5, tying high of 5 in 1993), Bald Eagle (16, beating 10 in 2011), Rock Pigeon (1610, besting 1147 in 1995), Belted 

Kingfisher (9, over the 8 last found in 2016), Pileated Woodpecker (19, well above the 15 from 2005), Fish Crow (24, doubling 

the 12 from 1992), Marsh Wren (tying single birds found in 2002 and 1987), and Carolina Wren (33, crushing 22 in 2014) 
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CBC REPORTS  (continued………) 
 

Some random observations: 

Waterfowl diversity was unimpressive, although Long-tailed Duck, Bufflehead, and Common Goldeneye were good finds.  

American Black Duck numbers were the second lowest since 1983.  Common Merganser numbers were the highest of the last 

17 years. 

Great Blue Herons were the highest in the last 13 years. 

Red-shouldered Hawk was found for the first time in ten years.  Great Black-backed Gull was reported for the first time in the 

last three years. 

American Crow numbers were lowest since 1976!  It seems there were no large roosts in the count circle this year. 

Both Brown Creeper and Winter Wren numbers were higher than usual.  Dark-eyed Junco numbers were the lowest (115) 

since 2002, when 112 were seen. 

There were no irruptive species other than Red-breasted Nuthatch, which had relatively high numbers reported.  Blackbirds 

were completely absent. 

For comparative purposes, the following species have been found on 40 or more counts, but were not found on this one:  

Ring-necked Pheasant (found on 47 of 90 counts), Ruffed Grouse (71 counts), Rough-legged Hawk (49), Northern Shrike (42), 

Horned Lark (42), Golden-crowned Kinglet (69), Red-winged Blackbird (59), Brown-headed Cowbird (47), and Purple Finch 

(52). 

The table accompanying this article shows each field party’s sightings and effort.  I’ve included a new column this year, 

showing how many times a particular species has been found on the last 25 counts.  This can highlight the relative rarity of a 

particular species. 

The cumulative total of species for the count now stands at 141, and there are three additional species that have been only 

seen on count week.   

I can’t thank all the participants enough.  As I often say, there would be no CBC without you.  You do this count year after 

year without complaint.  Doing a CBC is more than just a fun day in the field.  It represents a significant citizen science effort 

that allows scientists to document the climatic and environmental changes occurring all around us.  With 90 years of counting 

in this count circle, we can see the remarkable changes that have occurred over a single lifetime. 

Larry Alden – Compiler 
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119th CBC - Schenectady Count Circle - December 15, 2018 

 
  A B C D E F G H I/J D1 G1 Total Last 25 

Canada Goose  134 385 276  37  58 60 11   961 25 

Wood Duck    5         5 12 

American Black Duck   1 2     5    8 25 

Mallard  143 114 372 21 9 108 62 60 18   907 25 

Long-tailed Duck 1           1 2 

Bufflehead      2      2 6 

Common Goldeneye   1          1 10 

Common Merganser  297 22    2 17 40 5   383 25 

Wild Turkey     CW        0 23 

Great Blue Heron  5 1     2 2 1   11 24 

Black Vulture     23        23 5 

Northern Harrier     2        2 22 

Sharp-shinned Hawk      1 1      2 25 

Cooper's Hawk  3   2     1   6 25 

Bald Eagle 11  1 1  2 1 1 1   16 17 

Red-shouldered Hawk      1      1 4 

Red-tailed Hawk  7 6 14 14 12 12 5 5  1  76 25 

Ring-billed Gull  66 6 30  11  8 36 4   161 25 

Herring Gull  5 1 6    1     13 25 

Lesser Black-backed Gull        1    1 1 

Great Black-backed Gull  5 5          5 23 

Rock Pigeon 13  280 242 123 72 189 686 5   1610 25 

Mourning Dove  19 6 31 159 79 31 18 15 1 2 10 371 25 

Eastern Screech-Owl  4   1        5 23 

Great Horned Owl  2    1       3 23 

Belted Kingfisher  2 3 1 1  2      9 23 

Red-bellied Woodpecker  8 9 1 14 15 7 2 4 8 2 2 72 25 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker        1 1   2 10 

Downy Woodpecker  9 15 6 14 16 9 2 6 7 3 2 89 25 

Hairy Woodpecker  1 2 1 5 10 2 1 2 3 1 2 30 25 

Northern Flicker  4 1  1 2   1    9 25 

Pileated Woodpecker  5 3  1 4 3  1 1 1  19 25 

American Kestrel     1        1 19 

Merlin   1         1 10 

Blue Jay  34 18 33 49 83 22 27 5 32 7 2 312 25 

American Crow  35 7 56 42 37 38 141 62 66   484 25 

Fish Crow    2    7  15   24 14 

Common Raven    1  1   1   3 22 

Black-capped Chickadee  15 33 15 64 77 70 5 14 29 3 4 329 25 

Tufted Titmouse  9 18 9 29 30 13 1 2 3 3 2 119 25 

Red-breasted Nuthatch    2  7 1    1  11 25 

White-breasted Nuthatch  14 18 4 13 23 21 6 9 18 1 2 129 25 

Brown Creeper  1 1  1 1 2  1 1   8 22 

Winter Wren  4          4 20 

Marsh Wren  1          1 2 

Carolina Wren 3 5 3 2 6 11 2 1    33 21 

Eastern Bluebird  4 6  13 1 5      29 25 

American Robin  33 76 7 99 53 211 40 44 3 6  572 25 

Northern Mockingbird  3  5 7 4 1      20 25 

European Starling  163 595 139 541 146 18 132 78 15 3  1830 25 

Cedar Waxwing       10      10 20 

American Tree Sparrow  1 2 5 6 9 20      43 25 

Field Sparrow      1       1 3 

Dark-eyed Junco  5 18 20 21 22 16 1 3 1 2 6 115 25 

White-crowned Sparrow    1        1 3 

White-throated Sparrow 8 41 6 2 15 22 7 26 1 1 4 133 25 



9 

 

Song Sparrow   4  2 7 8 1 2 2   26 25 

Northern Cardinal  29 15 22 13 19 16 2 16 5 4  141 25 

House Finch  11 8 20 21 15 9 6   15 4 109 25 

American Goldfinch  8 22 28 28 7 16 6 1 3 3 25 147 25 

House Sparrow  17 8 114 13 80 30 30 46 37 11 20 406 25 

Total Birds 1137 1481 1517 1470 963 815 780 1236 299 70 85 9846  

Total Species 39 37 33 37 34 36 29 32 30 19 13 60  

Count Week Species 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1  

  A B C D E F G H I/J D1 G1 Total  

CW = Denotes species found in the count circle during the count week (3 days on each side of count day) but not on count day.  
Some species totals do not match the total reported by each individual party (e.g., Bald Eagle).  Numbers were adjusted to 

account for birds which were likely to have been seen by two or more parties. 

 

Group A: Bob Yunick, Ted Hicks.  6:15 a.m. – 4:15 p.m. (7.75 hours, 4.25 miles on foot; 1.5 hours, 34.5 miles by car.  Also 0.75 

hours, 7.5 miles owling.) 

 

Group B: Eric Molho, John Hershey. 6:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  (4.0 hours, 4 miles on foot; 5.0 hours, 31 miles by car.  Also 0.5 hours, 

0.25 miles owling.) 

 

Group C: Gregg Recer, Cathy Graichen, Scott Stoner, Denise Hackert-Stoner. 7:43 a.m. – 4:47 p.m., less 0.75 hours not birding 

(3.0 hours, 1.5 miles on foot; 5.25 hours, 54.0 miles by car.) 

 

Group D: Larry Alden, Neal Reilly. 5:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. (3.5 hours, 4.0 miles on foot; 6.25 hours, 68.8 miles by car.  Also 1.5 

hours, 11.0 miles owling.) 

 

Group E:  Naomi Lloyd, Tristan Lowery, Tom Williams, Colleen Williams. 7:05 a.m. – 3:36 p.m. (2.25 hours, 1.6 miles on foot; 

6.25 hours, 37.7 miles by car.) 

 

Group F: George Steele, Alan Mapes, Frank Mitchell. 6:45 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. (5.0 hours, 2.0 miles on foot; 4.5 hours, 49.0 miles by 

car.  Also 0.5 hours, 0.0 miles owling.) 

 

Group G: Bill Lee, Jamie Taft, Janet Betlejeskie. 7:00 a.m. - 3:45 p.m. (4.5 hours, 3.0 miles on foot; 4.25 hours, 49.3 miles by car.) 

 

Group H: Kathleen LoGiudice, John Blanchard, Hank Stebbins, Chris Cameron, Carl George.  8:05 a.m. – 4:05 p.m., less 1.0 hour 

not birding (4.0 hours, 2.5 miles on foot; 3.0 hours, 27.4 miles by car.) 

 

Group I/J: Steve Mesick. 7:39 a.m. – 2:23 p.m., less 1.7 hours not birding (4.25 hours, 9.0 miles on foot; 0.75 hours, 10.2 miles by 

car.) 
 

D1: Paul Novak – Feeder watcher in Sector D.  (4.0 hours.) 

G1: Don Cowley – Feeder watcher in Sector G.  (2.0 hours.) 

 

Notes: Hours and times rounded to the nearest quarter hour. 
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CBC REPORTS  (continued………) 
 

Troy CBC – December 29, 2018 

Twenty-three participants in seven field parties took part in the 70th count covering this circle on Saturday, December 29.  A 

club-sponsored count has been held every year since 12/31/1949, and my statistics are based on the counts from then 

onward.  Nearly every count has been held a few days on either side of New Year’s Day, and I refer to past counts with a two-

year name (e.g., this year’s is 2018-19). 

Count day was cloudy and windy.  There was a brief, nuisance rain shower around noon, but that didn’t affect anything.  

Temperatures ranged from a morning high of 45°F dropping steadily to 35°F around sunset, with no snow cover.  Field parties 

covered the 15-mile diameter count circle between the hours of 5:22 a.m. and 4:45 p.m.  There was plenty of open water, 

although ponds had a coating of ice and parts of the Tomhannock Reservoir were frozen over. 

Eight days before the count was a heavy rain and record high temperatures around 60°F.  This effectively eliminated any ice 

that may have formed before that.  The week that followed was relatively mild, and no significant ice re-formed on the rivers.  

The day before the count had some freezing rain followed by temperatures in the high 40’s.   

We located a fairly low total of 63 species on count day, below the average of the previous ten years of 67.8 and equaling the 

low from that period (on the 2014-15 count).  For comparison purposes, the most species found was 74, in the 2005-06 

count.  Although it was a low total, a new species was added to the composite list – Turkey Vulture.  If I were betting, I would 

have guessed we’d get Black Vulture before Turkey Vulture, but it seems I would have lost. 

We had new high counts for a few species:  Double-crested Cormorant (1, tying the 1 found last in 2006-07), Turkey Vulture 

(1, new this year), Bald Eagle (33, beating 31 from 2007-08), Peregrine Falcon (7, breaking a tie of 4 over several years), Fish 

Crow (137, crushing 67 found last year), and Common Raven (10, besting 6 from 2013-14). 

There were also some rarer birds, i.e., ones seen on 20 or fewer counts:  Long-tailed Duck (10th occurrence), Bufflehead 

(16th), Common Loon (10th), Double-crested Cormorant (3rd), Turkey Vulture (1st), Barred Owl (15th), Merlin (20th), Peregrine 

Falcon (18th), Winter Wren (19th), and Ruby-crowned Kinglet (9th). 

Waterfowl numbers and diversity were down, probably owing to the abundance of open water and mild temperatures up to 

that point.  Many waterfowl were hanging out as far north as they could find open water, and up to that point there had 

been no big flocks of Snow Geese moving through the area.  In a way, it was surprising to find the three Snow Geese we did.  

The only “odd ducks” were a couple of Long-tailed Ducks.  Keeping with the mild temperatures theme, Common Loon and 

Double-crested Cormorant were not total surprises in the count circle. 

The only gulls present were the three common species, and those were in lower numbers.  There had been only a few local 

reports of Iceland Gull this winter, and none in the period around the count. 

Despite the warmer temperatures, only two Belted Kingfishers and no Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were found.  However, it 

was a banner year, relatively speaking, for falcons.  Three wide-spread American Kestrels were found (the last time three 

were found on this count was 2001-02) and there were seven Peregrine Falcons in addition to a Merlin. 

Fish Crow and Common Raven numbers have been climbing steadily over the years, and it looks like some teams were well-

situated to count American Crows during the daily crow dispersal from their roost(s). 
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CBC REPORTS  (continued………) 
 

There were only a couple half-hardy birds found, with a Ruby-crowned Kinglet and a Swamp Sparrow (second year in a row) 

both located.  The only irruptive species was a single Red-breasted Nuthatch, despite high hopes of grosbeaks and redpolls 

based on early predictions.  There were no larks or buntings, and sparrow numbers seemed low, perhaps due to the lack of 

snow cover.  Dark-eyed Juncos (194) were at a 14-year low following last year’s record high (876).  American Tree Sparrows 

(16) were at their lowest since 1951-52 (7), the third ever Troy CBC! 

Blackbirds were almost completely absent, with just one field party reporting cowbirds.  House Finches (43) were at their 

lowest since way back in 1978-79 (38), just three years after they made their incursion into the area! 

For comparative purposes, the following species have been found on 40 or more counts, but were not found on this one:  

Ruffed Grouse (54 of the previous 69 counts), Rough-legged Hawk (50), Horned Lark (52), and Golden-crowned Kinglet (50).  

Parts of the count circle, particularly in the eastern portion of the circle, are still relatively rural.  Unfortunately, the same 

cannot be said for the western portion, where housing developments are eating up former pasture or farm fields faster than 

a Pileated Woodpecker on a suet cake. 

The cumulative total of species for the count now stands at 145, and there are four additional species that have been only 

seen on count week. 

Thanks to all the participants.  I’ll say it again - there would be no CBC without you.  Next year’s count is scheduled for 

January 4, 2020.  It might be a good occasion to start your new decade list! 

Larry Alden - Compiler 
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119th CBC - Troy Count Circle – December 29, 2018 

 A B C D E F G Total 25 Years 

Snow Goose   1  1 1  3 20 

Canada Goose  260 302 1540 123 1535 738 382 4880 25 

American Black Duck   1 4 8 3 21 37 25 

Mallard  5 66 130 178 192 102 90 763 25 

Long-tailed Duck   1 1  1  2 5 

Bufflehead        3 3 10 

Common Goldeneye 8 20 34 27 14 11  114 25 

Hooded Merganser 8  14 2 2  5 31 24 

Common Merganser 150 24 30 34 13 8 63 322 25 

Wild Turkey 6       6 21 

Common Loon 1       1 5 

Double-crested Cormorant    1    1 2 

Great Blue Heron   1 1 1   2 5 18 

Turkey Vulture      1  1 1 

Northern Harrier 1      2 3 16 

Sharp-shinned Hawk     1   1 24 

Cooper’s Hawk   1    2 3 25 

Bald Eagle 6 3 10 12 5 4 6 33 24 

Red-tailed Hawk 9 12 9 9 7 13 16 75 25 

Rough-legged Hawk       CW 0 15 

Ring-billed Gull 15 24 133 90 81 76 109 528 25 

Herring Gull  6 1 153 6 5 5 176 25 

Great Black-backed Gull  1  32 8  11 52 25 

Rock Pigeon  50 111 132 259 73 556 161 1342 25 

Mourning Dove 8 22 16 9 11 12 62 140 25 
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Eastern Screech-Owl  1  1   1 3 24 

Great Horned Owl 1      1 2 25 

Barred Owl   1     1 11 

Belted Kingfisher   1  1   2 23 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 7 7 2 3 5 9 7 40 25 

Downy Woodpecker 4 5 8 6 1 6 10 40 25 

Hairy Woodpecker 2 2 3 1 1  6 15 25 

Northern Flicker 2  3   2 2 9 25 

Pileated Woodpecker 1 2  3  1 1 8 25 

American Kestrel 1  1 1    3 16 

Merlin      1  1 18 

Peregrine Falcon  3  1 1 1 1 7 15 

Blue Jay 17 26 33 12 16 22 16 142 25 

American Crow 870 1089 1693 5658 141 576 74 10101 25 

Fish Crow  14  95 23 3 2 137 22 

Common Raven  1 4 4 1   10 20 

Black-capped Chickadee 70 72 44 40 16 26 58 326 25 

Tufted Titmouse 16 13 6 4 6 6 16 67 25 

Red-breasted Nuthatch    1    1 21 

White-breasted Nuthatch 8 16 11 8 5 4 18 70 25 

Brown Creeper 1    1  1 3 25 

Winter Wren     2  3 5 9 

Carolina Wren 1 2 1 2 2 1 2 11 21 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet     1   1 4 

Eastern Bluebird 10 6  7  16 9 48 25 

American Robin 1 36 50 15 26 41 249 418 25 

Northern Mockingbird 1 2 1 2 1  5 12 25 



14 

 

European Starling 190 303 330 1665 120 520 1939 5067 25 

Cedar Waxwing     10   10 24 

American Tree Sparrow  1 6   2 7 16 25 

Dark-eyed Junco 70 8 29 30 38 8 11 194 25 

White-throated Sparrow 10 13 4 8  9 25 69 25 

Song Sparrow  2 3 1 1 1 5 13 25 

Swamp Sparrow     1   1 9 

Northern Cardinal 9 13 8 6 6 13 30 85 25 

Brown-headed Cowbird      26  26 23 

House Finch 3 5 7 11  10 7 43 25 

American Goldfinch 14 9 26 14 1 16 29 109 25 

House Sparrow 3 50 58 59 25 25 5 225 25 

Total Birds 1839 2293 4387 8593 2409 2876 3480 25863  

Total Species 37 38 41 43 41 39 45 63  

Count Week Species 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1  

 A B C D E F G Total  

 

CW = Denotes species found in the count circle during the count week (3 days on each side of count day) but not on count 

day.  Some species totals do not match the total reported by each individual party (e.g., Bald Eagle).  Numbers were adjusted 

to account for birds which were likely to have been seen by two or more parties. 

 

Bold = record number or tied record for the count. 

 

Group A: Alison VanKeuren, Jeremy Kirchman.  5:45 a.m. – 2:40 p.m. (1.0 hour, 0.25 miles on foot; 6.5 hours, 46 miles by car. 

Also 1.25 hours, 14.0 miles owling.) 

 

Group B: Larry Alden, John Kent, Neal Reilly.  5:22 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (2.5 hours, 2.0 miles on foot; 7.0 hours, 75.2 miles by car. 

Also 1.75 hours, 14.2 miles owling.) 
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Group C: Naomi Lloyd, Cassie Davis, Zach Davis, Rich Guthrie. 7:07 a.m. – 3:50 p.m. (2.0 hours, 3.6 mile on foot; 6.75 hours, 

57.0 miles by car.) 

 

Group D:  George Steele, Alan Mapes, Rick Glatz. 6:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (5.0 hours, 5.0 miles on foot; 4.5 hours, 43.5 miles by 

car. Also 1.0 hour, 3.5 miles owling.) 

 

Group E: Bill Lee, Jamie Taft, Joe Krupitza. 7:10 a.m. – 4:10 p.m. (3.0 hours, 6.3 miles on foot; 6.0 hours, 49.0 miles by car.) 

 

Group F: Kathryn Schneider, Jim de Waal Malefyt, Marian Sole, Eric Molho. 6:45 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. (1.75 hours, 1.75 miles on 

foot; 6.25 hours, 58.0 miles by car. Also 0.25 hours, 0.0 miles owling.) 

 

Group G: Steve Mesick, Jackson Mesick, Richard White, David Luck. 6:35 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. (4.0 hours, 7.0 miles on foot, 5.5 

hours, 50.0 miles by car.  Also 0.5 hours, 3.0 miles owling.) 

 

Notes: Hours and times rounded to the nearest quarter hour. 
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Upcoming HMBC Programs 
 

 

Leader or Speaker: John Kent 

Location of Event: Fiver Rivers 

Date: March 4, 2019 - 7:00pm - 8:00pm 

Topic: Introduction to eBird 

 

Learn the basics of how to use eBird to: 

- Find more birds 

- Keep track of your bird lists, photos, and sounds 

- Explore latest sightings from around the world 

- Join the world’s largest birding community 

- Contribute to science and conservation 

 

We will go through a demonstration of the eBird website and the eBird mobile app, providing an overview of the 

features and how to use them. 

 

John Kent has been an active eBird user since 2007, with over 4000 complete checklists submitted! 
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   UPCOMING ASCR PROGRAMS 

No ASCR programs to announce at this time 
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HMBC-ECUADOR BUCKET BIRDING ADVENTURE; JANUARY 9-19, 

2020  (YEAH..THAT’S WHAT I NAMED IT) 

At the request of Tropical Birding we are capping the size of the Ecuador Birding Trip group to 12 persons.  This 

will fix the cost to $2,241 per person.  Airline/travel  costs, a shuttle service to JFK, and the group travel insurance 

costs will be fixed by mid-June and need to be locked in by August 1.  The final payment to TB is due October 11. 

Too date I have 7 members who have committed to the trip and 4 who have expressed serious interest.  I will need 

commitments as soon as possible to hold our twelve slots and the hold the price.  To that end, I have e-mailed the 

Passenger information booking forms and deposit information and terms and conditions for the trip  to everyone 

who has expressed interest. The deposit to hold your slot is $675.   I need the booking forms by  February 18 and the 

deposit paid to TB no later than March 1. 

If you cannot commit or wish to lock down the last currently available slot, let me know ASAP. 

Please contact me directly at kmcgrath@nycap.rr.com and include Ecuador Bucket Birding in the subject line.  You 

are also free to call me at (518) 527-7165 (cell) or (518) 266-7370. 

TX and Happy birding 

Kevin McGrath 
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VOLUNTEER BLUEBIRD TRAIL MONITORS NEEDED AT FIVE RIVERS 

Volunteer Bluebird Trail Monitors Needed at Five Rivers Five Rivers Environmental Education Center is one of the 

best places in New York State to view eastern bluebirds. This is due in large part to the efforts of a group of 

dedicated volunteers who maintain and monitor 62 bluebird nest boxes across the site. Do you have an interest in 

birds, and in helping the bluebirds at Five Rivers? Are you able to walk 2.5 miles and record data? Are you available 

on Wednesday mornings from 8:15 to 11:00 AM, from March through August? If you would like to learn more 

about monitoring bluebird boxes and would consider volunteering, please join us for a special training to learn more. 

A bluebird box monitoring informational session will be held from 9:00 to 11:00 AM on Wednesday March 6 at 

Five Rivers’ visitor center. To sign up, or for more information, please call the center at 518-475-0291 and ask for 

Kitty. 
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WRITERS’ PAGE 

 
 

 

A Tree in Winter 
Denise Hackert-Stoner 
 
Each limb undressed, each branch unadorned; 
A study in wood and bark, 
The tree simply is. 
 

Standing black before the bluing dawn, it glorifies the long night of winter 
Even as the lengthening day approaches. 
In the cold stillness the tree speaks of its own impeccable simplicity. 
 

It is a tree being a tree. 
Unmoved. 
Unimpelled to reach beyond itself. 
 

And in the cold, and in the dark, 
In the tree’s perfect authenticity, 
The future lives. 
 

Mere minutes of light from the upward-angled sun, 
Unnoticed by the harried world, 
Are taken in by the tree’s great heart 
To burst forth in an ecstasy of bloom. 
. 
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ARTISTS’ PAGE 

 

                                               

Rufous Mot Mot, Pico Bonito, Honduras 

Pat Rodrigues and Rob Colborn 
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   ON NATURE      

Loss 

Denise Hackert-Stoner    

 

During a recent visit to Hawaii we were reminded of just how fleeting beauty is.  We have known for a long time that the 

rainbow palette of Hawaii’s native honeycreepers is in decline, but on this trip we learned how quickly these and other 

Hawaii natives are disappearing.   

 

The threat to these avian wonders began long ago, when the Polynesians settled the islands, introducing pigs and other 

invasives, and laying waste to thousands of birds, using their feathers to decorate their robes.  The situation only 

deteriorated with the arrival of Europeans in the 1700’s, as they not only introduced rats and goats to these fragile 

ecosystems, but also many non-native birds which competed with the natives for habitat and food.  There is a famous (and 

unfortunately true) story of the misguided attempt by the sugar growers in the late 1800’s to control rats in their sugar cane 

by introducing mongoose to the islands.  Too late they realized that rats are most active at night, while mongoose are 

diurnal.  So rather than solving one problem they created another.  Sadly, both rats and mongoose feed on birds’ eggs.  

Added to these challenges the birds have also been threatened by mosquitoes, with the honeycreepers being particularly 

susceptible to the avian malaria carried by these insects. The response of the native birds to all of these threats was to move 

to higher elevation.  Here there were fewer introduced mammals degrading their habitat and eating their eggs.  The 

mosquitoes avoided high elevations, and the introduced birds were happy at sea level.  Despite this adaptation many species 

perished.  Of the 113 species of native Hawaiian birds 71 are now extinct and 31 are listed as federally endangered or 

threatened. 

 

Today climate change poses an ever-growing threat to the remaining species.  As temperatures rise so do the mosquitoes.  

Where once they were rarely if ever encountered these insects are now common. The sad result is already being seen, 

especially on the island of Kauai, where the mountain forests sit at a lower elevation than those on the other islands.  Here 

populations of native honeycreepers have declined by as much as 94%.    

 

It is heartbreaking to see these tiny jeweled wonders flitting through the forest and know how challenged they are and how 

much they suffer, largely because of human activities both past and present.  What will the future bring?  Will honeycreepers 

and other native birds exist on the Hawaiian Islands in the next century?  The answer is uncertain at best. 

 
For more information:  https://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-hawaii-native-birds-20160907-snap-story.html 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2016/09/08/these-birds-found-only-in-hawaii-are-about-to-go-extinct-because-of-

climate-change/?utm_term=.534b5ed760b1 

 

  Amakihi, Hosmer’s Grove, Haleakala National Park, Hawaii 

                          

https://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-hawaii-native-birds-20160907-snap-story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2016/09/08/these-birds-found-only-in-hawaii-are-about-to-go-extinct-because-of-climate-change/?utm_term=.534b5ed760b1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2016/09/08/these-birds-found-only-in-hawaii-are-about-to-go-extinct-because-of-climate-change/?utm_term=.534b5ed760b1
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NYSOA 2018 

By Jane Graves, Alison Van Keuren 

The 71st Annual Meeting of the New York State Ornithological Association took place at the RIT Inn and Conference Center in 

Henrietta, NY, from October 5-7.  Hosts were the Burroughs Audubon Nature Club and the Rochester Birding Association.  

Field trips were held Friday, afternoon as well as Saturday and Sunday mornings to several Monroe County hotspots, 

including Irondequoit Bay, Braddock Bay WMA, Ontario Beach Park and Lakeshore, and Hamlin Beach State Park.  Sunday 

morning also featured trips to Consesus Lake in Livingston County and Montezuma NWR. 

Friday evening, after a reception and buffet dinner, there were two workshops, one run by Ian Davies on the use of eBird as a 

data input tool and archival database for the NY Breeding Bird Atlas III, beginning field work in 2020, and the other, run by 

Daena Ford of Braddock Bay Raptor Research, on the history and programs of that organization. 

Saturday morning the Delegates’ Meeting took place. Alison Van Keuren served as delegate for HMBC.  Highlights of the 

eleven committee reports were those of the New York State Young Birders Club, which now has over 50 members, and of the 

Research Committee, concerning the upcoming Breeding Bird Atlas III. The project’s Steering Committee is being co-chaired 

by Kathy Schneider and Matt Schlesinger. There are several partners involved: NYSOA, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology (eBird), 

the Cornell Cooperative Research Unit, SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Audubon NY, and the NYS 

Department of Environmental Conservation. Federal grant funds have been obtained. Data collection will be via a NYBBSIII 

portal in eBird over five seasons beginning in 2020. 

The DEC report was presented by Region 8 Wildlife Manager Mike Wasilco.  He spoke of several ongoing projects: alpine 

forest bird monitoring, the Common Loon survey, the marsh bird monitoring program, Whip-poor-will monitoring and habitat 

evaluation, the grassland breeding bird survey, the winter raptor survey, the MAPS project at Five Rivers Environmental 

Education Center, and the Bald Eagle breeding survey. Additional species annually monitored by the DEC are Spruce Grouse, 

Peregrine Falcon, Common, Black, and Caspian Terns, and Piping Plover. He also discussed the Young Forest Initiative Wildlife 

Survey as a vehicle to help develop management plans.  

The paper session on Saturday afternoon included the following: “Monitoring bird movements using a coordinated 

automated radio telemetry array” (Andrea Patterson); “A King Rail mystery in western NY” (Bill Evans); “Time of day as a 

factor for flight call responsiveness in migratory wood warblers” (Michelle Gianvecchio); “Spatiotemporal trends n avian 

populations following the introduction of West Nile Virus in North America (Gaetan “Gates” Loredon-Brock DuPont); “Nest 

box selection and success of secondary cavity nesting birds at The College at Brockport Campus, Brockport, NY” (Zac Falconer 

and Andie Graham); “Influence of agricultural grains on diets, body condition, and seasonal stress in American Black Ducks 

and Mallards wintering on Long Island” (Aidan Flores and Michael L. Schummer); “Ecological assessment of wetland 

management techniques on restored wetlands in the Montezuma Wetlands Complex” (Edward Farley, Michael L. Schummer, 

and Donald J. Leopold); “A survey of breeding and migrant bird species at High Acres Nature Area” (Dominic Sherony). 

During the banquet on Saturday evening a number of awards were presented.  The Gordon M. Meade for Distinguished 

Service Award, given for outstanding service to NYSOA, went to Tom Burke, particularly for his thirty years of service as a 

member of the New York State Avian Records Committee.  The President’s Award was given to Carena Pooth to recognize her 

ten-year commitment as Adult Chair of the New York State Young Birders Club and her continued contributions to all things 

related to NYSOA. The Emanuel Levine Memorial Award , which recognizes the best “Kingbird” article each year, selected by 

the editorial staff, went to Sarah A. Lazazzero (Piecuch) and Christopher J. Norment for “Temporal changes in Henslow’s 

Sparrow (Ammodramus henslowii) song rates,” “Kingbird,” vol.67, no.3, Sep. 2017.  The Lillian C. Stone Award, which funds  
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NYSOA  (continued………) 
 

attendance at the Annual Meeting for promising young birders in grades 10-12 or in their first two years of college, went to 

Silas Hernandez, high school senior, Avery Scott, high school junior, and Garret van Gelder, college freshman. 

The evening’s speaker was Greg Miller, of “The Big Year” book and movie fame. He gave an entertaining talk on what 

happened after his big year experience: the book, the movie, and his further experiences in birding. 

Many thanks to Bob Spahn and Shirley Shaw, co-chairs of the organizing committee, along with the many others who 

planned and worked at a very successful meeting.  It was a great pleasure to meet friends from throughout the state and to 

make so many new birding friends. 

The 2019 meeting will be held at the Catskill Center for Conservation   and Development (Catskillcenter.org/takingflight), 

September 13-15.  
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   Upcoming Field Trips. 

February 

 

Saturday, February 9, FORT EDWARD GRASSLANDS (Washington County; afternoon through dusk) 

 

Coordinators: Scott Stoner & Denise Hackert-Stoner 518-785-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com 

 

Short-eared Owls are seen most winters in the Fort Edward Grasslands, an Important Bird Area in Washington County. This 

area is also known for other wintering raptors such as Rough-legged Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks, and Northern Harriers. If 

Snowy Owl has been reported, we will make a special effort to see it. 

Snow date: Sunday, February 10 

 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED. Contact the coordinators no later than February 6th to sign up and get the meeting time and 

place. Exact trip logistics will be provided on Feb 7th. Space is limited, and carpooling will be necessary. 

 

March 

 

Saturday, March 23, VOSBURGH MARSH (Greene County; morning) 

 

Coordinator: Alan Mapes 518-817-1512 alanmapes@gmail.com 

On this morning trip, we will hike to the marsh for waterfowl and migrant land birds. We will also check the Hudson River for 

waterfowl and Bald Eagles. 

  

Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Coxsackie boat launch. From the intersection of Rt. 9W and Rt. 385 in Coxsackie, go east on Rt. 385 

(Mansion St.) to the bottom of the long hill. Turn left onto Reed Street, then left again on S. River Street and into the State 

boat launch parking lot. 
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS  (continued………) 
 

April 

 

April 6, 2019 - 7:30am - 12:00pm 

Coordinator: Jeremy Kirchman jeremykirchman@gmail.com (preferred) or 518-708-3617 

 

For the second year in a row, Hudson Mohawk Bird Club is offering a birding field trip combined with a special tour of the 

New York State Museum Ornithology Collection in Albany, hosted by Curator of Birds, Dr. Jeremy Kirchman. 

 

Our outing will begin nearby with a morning of birding at Normanskill Farm, a city-owned property along the southwest 

border of Albany that offers easy hiking through a mix of woodland, field, and garden habitats. Birding in the first week of 

April along the Normans Kill creek may turn up the spring migrants like Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Eastern Phoebe, Ruby-

crowned Kinglet, Hermit Thrush, Fox Sparrow, blackbirds, and the earliest returning species of swallows (Tree, Northern 

Rough-winged, and Barn) and warblers (Palm, Pine, and Yellow-rumped). We may also encounter some favorite year-round 

species, including Wild Turkey, Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, and Eastern Bluebird. 

 

Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Normanskill Farm parking lot on Mill Road. From Delaware Avenue (NY-443) heading south, turn left 

on Mill Road just before the bridge over the Normanskill Creek, at the self-storage sign. Parking lot is on the left ¼ mile along 

Mill Road. 

 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED. Contact the coordinator no later than March 31st to sign up. There is a limit of 15 people. 

HMBC members have preference. 

 

Sunday, April 7, VISCHER FERRY NATURE AND HISTORIC PRESERVE (VFNHP) (Saratoga County; morning) 

Coordinator: John Hershey 518-371-3114 hersheyj@nycap.rr.com 

 

We will start out on this trip looking for spring waterfowl such as American Wigeon, Green and Blue-winged Teal, Gadwall, 

Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Wood Duck, Ring-necked Duck, Hooded Merganser, and Pied-billed Grebe. Other 

possibilities include Virginia Rail, American Bittern, Palm Warbler and Rusty Blackbird. 

 

Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the VFNHP main entrance, at the intersection of Riverview and Van Vranken Rds. in Clifton Park. 

 

Saturday, April 13, EARLY MIGRANTS I, FIVE RIVERS EEC (Albany County; morning) 

 

Coordinators: Tom and Colleen Williams 518-857-2176 trwdsd@yahoo.com 

 

Join us for a three mile walk throughout the Five Rivers property. We will explore fields, ponds and marshes, portions of the 

service road, the Vlomankill corridor, and finish with a loop around the Beaver Pond. More than forty bird species can be 

observed on a favorable day in mid-April. Be prepared for wet trails.  

 

Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot at Five Rivers EEC in Delmar. 

 

 

 

mailto:jeremykirchman@gmail.com
mailto:hersheyj@nycap.rr.com
mailto:trwdsd@yahoo.com
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS  (continued………) 
 

Saturday, April 20, EARLY MIGRANTS II, FIVE RIVERS EEC (Albany County; morning) 

 

Coordinators: Scott Stoner and Denise Hackert-Stoner 518-785-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com  

Join us for a walk through the varied habitats of Five Rivers as we explore fields, ponds, woodlands, and marshes.  More than 

forty bird species can be observed on a favorable day in mid-April. Be prepared for wet trails.  

 

Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot at Five Rivers EEC in Delmar.  

 

Saturday, April 27, ANN LEE POND (Albany County; morning) 

 

Coordinator: Tom and Colleen Williams 518-857-2176 trwdsd@yahoo.com 

 

Ann Lee Pond is a shallow 10-acre pond located near Albany International Airport in the Town of Colonie. In late April, 

waterfowl, swallows, and early warblers should be present. Baltimore and Orchard Orioles may have just arrived if the 

weather has warmed, feeding in the blooming apple trees of the orchard across Heritage Lane. We’ll view the orchard area, 

then take the red loop trail around the pond back to the parking area, which is about one mile in length. Footwear 

appropriate for muddy trails is suggested. 

 

https://hmbc.net/content/ann-lee-pond 

 

Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot of Ann Lee Pond on Heritage Lane, across from the historic Shaker apple orchard. 

 

Sunday, April 28, POWELL SANCTUARY (Columbia County; morning) 

 

Coordinator: Kathy Schneider 518-248-8665 fallline@nycap.rr.com (Joint trip with the Alan DeVoe Bird Club.) 

 

This 145-acre preserve has been owned and managed by the Alan Devoe Bird Club since 1959. It features a beaver pond with 

an observation blind, neighboring farm fields, and Dorson’s Rock, a sandstone ledge that offers good hawk watching and a 

panoramic view of the Hudson Valley. There are 3 miles of moderate, well-marked trails throughout the sanctuary, which is 

mostly woods. The club’s list for this site has more than 200 species, including 20 species of warblers. 

 

Meet at 8:00 a.m. at Wilson M. Powell Wildlife Sanctuary, 75 Hunt Club Road, Old Chatham. From the junction of County 

Route 13 and Albany Turnpike in the hamlet of Old Chatham, travel southwest on County Route 13 for 0.9 miles to Pitt Hall 

Road on the left, where two signs mark the road to Powell House and the sanctuary. Follow Pitt Hall Road 0.25 miles, then 

bear left (east) onto Hunt Club Road and continue 0.25 miles to the main parking lot. 
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https://hmbc.net/content/ann-lee-pond
mailto:fallline@nycap.rr.com
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