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THE VISITORS 

by Jeff Schoonmaker 

 

It was 8:30 a.m. on a cool, late-August morning.  I was sitting out back having my 

usual devotional time while enjoying the abundant bird activity at the feeders and 

surrounding foliage.  During a moment of just gazing forward, I noticed a bird 

gliding rapidly downward from an appreciable altitude.  "A Mourning Dove," I 

uncritically assumed, but it was clear very quickly that it was something else.   

As it swooped low over the yard and then arced up into a low, bushy tree, its 

outstretched wings and flared banded tail revealed its glorious identity.  After 

being mostly hidden for a minute or so, it came back out and flew to the chain-link 

fence around our pool, about 25 feet from where I was sitting.  There it stood 

facing sideways to me and keenly looking around.  Its small, round head confirmed 

my better identification:  a Sharp-shinned Hawk was visiting me! 

Looking stately and self-assured, it peered intensely in every direction but without 

ever fixing its eyes on me.  Because I was already in place and motionless (I didn't 

even raise my binoculars), it was oblivious to my presence.  That suited me just fine 

as I stared and stared at it, taking deliberate notice of all of its features and 

relishing its close proximity. 

The hawk's visit would have been more than enough of a delightful morning treat, 

but there was more.  Directly in line with the top of its head and about 10 feet 

further away, a female Ruby-throated Hummingbird flew in.  After tentatively 

taking a quick sip and then exploring a couple of nearby hibiscus blossoms, she 

settled on the feeder's rim and took multiple long drinks.  What a feast for my eyes 

to see both birds at the same time so close to each other and to me! 

When the hawk finally turned and took flight, the hummingbird darted away as 

well.  Their departure left me with a temporarily birdless yard, but with a big smile 

on my face. 
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I have number of pieces of news to report from the most recent HMBC Board 

meeting. First, I am happy to report that the Board was able to fill one its 

vacancies when it elected Tristan Lowery as an at-large member. Under the 

terms of the By-laws, Tristan will fill Carol Blackwell's Board seat for the 

remainder of the current term until our next election in April, 2018. Thank you 

Tristan for stepping up, and welcome to the Board! 

With David Martin's encouragement, the Club has formed a small workgroup to 

chart a path forward for the Club web site and related technology platforms. 

We are currently working with now quite outdated software that could become 

a challenge for us at any time. David and Technology committee chair John Kent 

have recognized this issue for some time, and we are moving ahead to explore 

our options for a maintaining a robust web presence into the future. 

Phil Johnson has taken a very active role in Reist Sanctuary management since 

taking over that committee. Phil has been working to leverage potential 

partnership opportunities with the Kelly Adirondack Center and Union College, 

and has identified a number of priority needs for trail maintenance and other 

sanctuary upkeep. 

I want to recognize the excellent job Denise Hackert-Stoner is doing as the new 

Publications committee chair. The newsletter continues to be engaging and 

packed with useful information, and it's good to see that it's in good hands 

going forward. I also want to encourage everyone to join us at our monthly 

program meetings in the new interpretative center at Fiver Rivers Center. I've 

had the good fortune to give the first two programs there, and have really 

enjoyed the new meeting space. The projection technology and the room 

acoustics are both excellent! 

Lastly, I want to offer congratulations to HMBC member George Steele and his 

wife Anita Sanchez on the publication of their latest book. It's titled: "Wait Till it 

Gets Dark - A Kid's Guide to Exploring the Night." A great concept, and I'm sure 

it will do well. 

--  

Gregg Recer 

gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu 
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You, too, can contribute to Feathers! 

 Do you have a birding story or photos that might be of interest to other birders? 

 Have you led a field trip for HMBC? 

 Have you written short prose or poetry on the subject of birds?  We’re starting a Writers’ Page! 

 Did you take a birding vacation? 

 Do you have a favorite birding spot? 

SHARE them with HMBC members by submitting them to: 

HMBC Contact Information 

BIRDLINE of EASTERN NEW YORK:  

E-mail: contact@hmbc.net 

HMBC website: http//hmbc.net 

Please send all electronic submissions for Feathers via e-mail to:  

Denise Hackert-Stoner at DeniseHStoner@aol.com.  

Send all paper submissions to: 

 Denise Hackert-Stoner 

6 Knob Hill Road. 

Loudonville,  

NY  

12211 

 

 New printing of Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region is now available 

Birding New York’s Hudson Mohawk Region, a new printing of HMBC’s classic book, is now available. A copy is 

$20 for HMBC members and $25 for non-members. An additional charge of $5 for postage and handling will be 

added to the price per book. Contact Gregg Recer   gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu or (518) 899-2678 if you are interested in 

purchasing a copy. Checks should be made out to Hudson Mohawk Bird Club and should be sent to: 

Gregg Recer 

23 Scotch Mist Way 

Malta, NY 12020 

 

 

 

 

mailto:contact@hmbc.net
mailto:DeniseHStoner@aol.com
mailto:gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu
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   Field Trip Reports 
 

Counting Common Nighthawks- Aug. 22, 2017 
Albany Pine Bush Discovery Center on New Karner Rd. (Rt. 155) in Albany 
 
Four birders braved threatening skies on Tuesday evening, looking for migrating nighthawks ahead of the 
approaching storms. We counted only six, two individuals and two groups of two. The best bird swooped in at 
7:55pm below tree top level, coursed around the parking lot area just off the ground, and left after a minute in the 
fading light.  
 
Tom Williams  
Colonie  
 
HMBC Huyck Preserve field trip summary- Sept. 2, 2017 
 
Despite the cold start, birds were active when we arrived at Huyck Preserve in Rensselaerville (Albany County). The 
water level in Myosotis Lake was fairly low, making for good shorebird habitat at the north end. We had Greater 
and Lesser Yellowlegs, and Solitary, Spotted, and Least Sandpipers, along with more than twenty Killdeer. As often 
happens there, almost all of the songbird activity was concentrated in the willow trees right next to the shorebird 
habitat. While looking back and forth between the mudflats and the trees, we had Cape May, Bay-breasted, and 
Black-throated Green Warblers, as well as Common Yellowthroat, American Redstart, and Northern Parula. Black-
and-white Warbler was heard singing in a couple of spots, as was Red-eyed Vireo. Some saw a Least Flycatcher. 
Raptors were absent, other than a Cooper's/Sharp-shinned Hawk that some saw briefly. There were no waterfowl 
except Canada Geese. 
 
John Kent 
Selkirk 
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Field Trip Reports  ……….. (continued) 
 
Hawk Watch, John Boyd Thacher State Park Overlook- September 16, 2017 
 
The hawk watch at the overlook of John Boyd Thacher State Park was a busy place this morning. As soon as the 
HMBC group arrived and got set up, we almost immediately began seeing Broad-winged Hawks rising up on 
updrafts and thermals. They were aloft before the local Turkey Vultures started circling, which is the opposite of 
what we normally see. Much of the action was completed by 10:30 a.m. Interesting observations included an 
American Kestrel trying to perch on a split-rail fence along the cliff face, drawing the ire of resident Blue Jays; a 
Common Raven interacting with a Broad-winged Hawk; an American Kestrel apparently catching and eating a 
dragonfly in flight; a young Bald Eagle trying to sneak by within a group of Turkey Vultures. The largest kettle of 
Broad-winged Hawks was approximately 39 birds. Also, a tip of the hat to Jeanette Roundy for staying on a bird 
that I had lazily dismissed as a Red-tailed Hawk, that when it finally drew closer turned out to be a Red-shouldered 
Hawk. Another hat tip to Colleen Williams, for picking out a Cape May Warbler at the top of a fifty-foot spruce. 
 
Thanks to Gary Goodness for leading this annual event once again, he is always educational and keeps it fun. 
 Additional thanks to Will Aubrey and company for staffing the hawk watch each season, and for his interest in 
monarch butterflies. We saw over thirty monarchs migrating today, far more than have been seen in the last few 
years. Finally, thank you to everyone who turned out today for the event, including several new faces, we hope to 
see you all on future HMBC field trips https://hmbc.net/calendar-date ! 
 
An eBird checklist for the day is attached below. 
 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S39211621 
 
Tom Williams  
Colonie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hmbc.net/calendar-date
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S39211621
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Field Trip Reports  ……….. (continued) 

 
 
Albany Pine Bush Preserve, Karner Barrens East- September 17, 2017 
 
On a very warm and humid September morning, seventeen birders slowly circled their way around the Karner 
Barrens East unit of the Albany Pine Bush Preserve. The first ninety minutes produced much of what we observed, 
including two or three mixed groups of residents and migrants. Warblers were less numerous toady than in recent 
days. We did not detect any vireos, and very few sparrows. At the sandy, uphill corner where the trail turns East, 
we stopped for a while and let a group of birds, accompanied by chickadees and nuthatches, move across an open 
area that afforded decent viewing for a large group of birders. There we saw Nashville, Magnolia, Pine, Blackpoll, 
and Northern Parula warblers. The only other notable bird was a flyover American Pipit, heard by some of the 
group along the edge of the landfill.  
 
Thank you to everyone who participated this morning. I wish it had been more productive, but the birds had other 
ideas. We hope to see you all again on future HMBC field trips https://hmbc.net/calendar-date ! 
 
Tom Williams  
Colonie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hmbc.net/calendar-date
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Field Trip Reports  ……….. (continued) 

 
 
 
 
Vishcer Ferry Preserve, September 23, 2017 
 
The HMBC Field Trip at Vischer Ferry Preserve began this morning with 10 eager participants.  (One birder, though 
not aware that an organized field trip was scheduled, was happy to join us for the whole morning.)  We walked the 
3-mile western loop beginning at the main entrance hoping to see a variety of migrant birds including those 
confusing and frustrating fall warblers.  We encountered several small waves of warblers being able to identify 
Nashville, Magnolia, Black-throated Green, Common Yellowthroat, and Blackpoll Warblers.  Thanks to the good 
ears of at least one participant we found several Golden-crowned Kinglets, at least one Ruby-crowned Kinglet, and 
a Blue-headed Vireo.  All of the six regular woodpecker species in the HMBC area were found except for 
Hairy. Except for a few Wood Ducks in the first pond and a few flyover Canada Geese, waterfowl were surprisingly 
scarce. Other noteworthy species included Cooper’s Hawk, Great Blue Heron, Belted Kingfisher, and Scarlet 
Tanager.  In the final tally we counted a modest 43 species.  I should also mention we enjoyed watching the 
exploding seed pods of the very abundant Jewelweed (Touch-me-not) flowers as well as a beautiful Question Mark 
Butterfly and several unidentified caterpillars. 
 
John Hershey, trip coordinator 
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   Upcoming HMBC Programs 
 

Note: HMBC program meetings are now being held at the new visitor center at Five Rivers Environmental 

Education Center, 56 Game Farm Road, Delmar. 
 
Speaker:  

Gregg Recer 

Location of Event:  

Five Rivers 

Date:  

October 2, 2017 – 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

Topic:  Birding Australia and New Zealand Part II 

 

The second segment of this two-part program focuses on birds, wildlife, and sight-seeing in the Australian states of 

Queensland and New South Wales. Queensland is tropical east-coast Australia, home to the Wet Tropics World 

Heritage zone, the Great Barrier Reef, Atherton Tablelands, and the northern end of the Great Dividing Range. The 

birding and wildlife highlights here range from the odd Magpie Goose, Southern Cassowary, lyrebirds, and a large 

variety of parrots, honeyeaters and thornbills, to iconic and bizarre mammals including duck-billed platypus, tree 

kangaroos, wallabies, and flying foxes. In the area around Sydney in NSW, we'll explore the dramatic coastal areas 

and rainforests of Royal National Park, the historic location of Kamay Botany Bay National Park, and the iconic 

Sydney cityscape including Sydney Opera House and the Harbour Bridge.   

Gregg Recer and Cathy Graichen have been HMBC members for nearly 30 years and over that time have become 

avid world birders. Gregg is the current HMBC President. 

  Rock Wallaby 
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Upcoming HMBC Programs ……….. (continued) 
 
Speaker:  
Scott Stoner & Denise Hackert-Stoner 
Location of Event:  
Five Rivers 
Date:  
November 6, 2017 – 7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Topic:  Birding the Lower Rio Grande Valley 

The lower Rio Grande Valley of south Texas is one of the top birding areas of the US. With species such as Green 
Jay, Plain Chachalaca, Great Kiskadee, and Least Grebe, "The Valley" draws birders to species found nowhere else 
in the country. The habitat (and related avifauna) varies as one goes upriver from the Gulf Coast to Laredo, as the 
marshes and then moist woodlands become replaced by more arid lands. This program features some of our 
favorite birds and birding locations from South Padre Island to Laredo!   

Scott and Denise are long-time active birders and HMBC members.  They enjoy exploring and photographing bird 
life all over the United States. Scott’s first trip to The Valley was a camping trip with a friend during grad school, in 
the middle of the summer no less! Additional trips were made in subsequent years, two of them on tours, and the 
most recent was focused on photography in November 2016. Some interesting changes have occurred over this 
time frame, both to the birding locations and the birds. Tamaulipas Crow and Brown Jay have virtually 
disappeared, while Clay-colored Thrush has increased from a great rarity to a reasonably reliable resident.  
 
 
 

 
 
Green Jay 
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Upcoming HMBC Programs ……….. (continued) 
 
Speaker:  
Amanda Dillon 
Location of Event:  
Five Rivers 
Date:  
December 4, 2017 - 7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Topic:  Lessons Learned from Bird Research in the Albany Pine Bush Preserve 
 
The Albany Pine Bush Preserve (APBP) protects an inland pitch pine-scrub oak barrens ecosystem, which is home 
to 76 New York Species of Greatest Conservation Need, of those, 43 are birds. The rarity of species that call this 
place home along with the high quality habitat and diversity of bird species that breed here have earned the 
Preserve designations as both an Audubon Important Birding Area and a NYS-DEC Bird Conservation Area. To learn 
more about APBP birds and bird communities, the Conservation Science Team conducts bird point count surveys at 
57 points located around the Preserve, works with citizen scientists to conduct singing ground surveys of American 
woodcock and Eastern whip-poor-will, and runs multiple bird banding stations. The banding data are used to study 
demography and migration of Prairie warblers (a barrens specialist), migration patterns of fall migrants, and avian 
productivity and survivorship during the breeding season. The information gathered from this work has helped 
guide restoration and management efforts within the Preserve and continues to inform us about the efficacy of 
these techniques in preserving this globally rare ecosystem. 
 
Amanda Dillon is the Field Ecologist and Entomologist at the Albany Pine Bush Preserve. She earned her Bachelor 
and Master of Science degrees at the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry. 
Dillon is an entomologist by training and specializes in native solitary bees and wasps. Since she began working at 
the Albany Pine Bush in 2010, her interests have expanded to include birds and she now conducts bird point count 
surveys, assists in re-sighting color-banded birds and helps run the bird banding stations. 
 
Note: This being HMBC’s Holiday party as well as the December program meeting, members are invited to bring a 
treat to share tonight.  Desserts and non-alcoholic beverages will be enjoyed by the group both before and after 
the program. 
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Upcoming HMBC Programs ……….. (continued) 
 
 
Speaker:  
Jenny Murtaugh 
Location of Event:  
Five Rivers 
Date:  
January 8, 2018 - 7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Topic:  Bird Migration 
 
Speaker:  
John Hershey 
Location of Event:  
TBA 
Date:  
February 5, 2018 - 7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Topic:  Birding Panama 

 

 

   UPCOMING AUDUBON PROGRAMS 

There are no Audubon programs currently scheduled. 
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NEW PROJECT - UPDATE OF BIRDING SITE GUIDES – HELP NEEDED!! 

The HMBC’s 1996 bird-finding guide book began as a series of site guides in Feathers in the early 1990s. The first 

one was Alan Mapes’ guide to birding Five Rivers, which became the template for a series of articles that then 

became the basis for the Club’s book. Sites were updated and new ones added for the 2005 book, Birding New 

York’s Hudson-Mohawk Region.  

Since 2005, many new sites have been identified, some of which are destinations for Club field trips; other sites 

have substantially changed.   

While a new book is not in the immediate future, we are beginning the process of updating the bird-finding sites 

through a new series of Feathers articles. My goal is at least one site per issue.  

So we need you – birders and fieldtrip leaders who are familiar with locations that are either not in the 2005 book, or 

in major need of updating.  

Some of the sites that come to mind are as follows; this is a very preliminary list based on a loose combination of 

personal knowledge and a comparison of this year’s field trip schedule to the book.  

Normanskill Farm 

Berne woods 

Malta Tech Park 

Hundred Acre Woods 

Galway Nature Preserve 

Fox Hill Road 

Ballston Creek Preserve 

Nutten Hook 

Woodlawn Preserve 

New access at the east end of Vischer Ferry,  

Albany county area rail trail 

Many other sites not listed above! . 

If you are familiar with the above, or any other new or existing location that needs a write-up, please contact me for 

further information!  I look forward to hearing from you at  Scottjstoner@aol.com or at 518-785-6760. Thanks so 

much, and good birding! 

 

 

mailto:Scottjstoner@aol.com


107 

 

WRITERS’ PAGE 

My Gift 
by Marilyn Hamecher  
  
I give you this bird book with joy and love. 
To help you distinguish a Duck from a Dove. 
When life gets crazy and makes you scowl. 
Go out and look for the Great Horned Owl. 
  
I know this hobby is a source of pleasure. 
It's almost better than finding a treasure. 
Sightings and sounds are just out the door. 
Each day of the week you'll search for more. 
  
The more familiar you are with the birds. 
The more you will understand their words. 
Their language is easy to grasp and learn. 
They speak out loud without any concern. 
  
It will give you a reason to always look up. 
While sipping your tea from a lovely bird cup. 
And the awe of seeing a flock of flying geese. 
Will give you a thrill and a moment of peace. 
  
Now, keep this reference within your reach. 
Listen for a Mockingbird, giving a speech. 
 Or the haunting sound of the elusive Loon.   
Or hear a call, in the light of the moon. 
  
Adore this hobby for the rest of your life. 
It will take your mind off all daily strife. 
This book is better than your new IPAD. 
And fly you to places that are never sad. 
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WRITERS’ PAGE……….. (continued) 

Red-tailed Hawk 

by Marilyn Hamecher  

  

No one noticed your silhouette gracefully soaring high above. 

Suspended in cloudless blue on warm thermal drafts hunting. 

No one noticed you, eyeing the spirited prey below your wings. 

You, Red-tailed Hawk honed with natural instincts to survive. 

  

No one noticed you, boldly fanning your red tail on landing. 

In pursuit…perched atop the old Cedar near the toll booth. 

No one noticed you, rapt feathered beauty fixed on your prey. 

No one noticed you, with talons flexed ready to grab and go. 

  

Driven by hunger unaware your life would soon end. 

Suddenly sprinting…diving to satiate your endless appetite. 

No one noticed the red-semi speeding towards the old Cedar. 

No one noticed the peerless last fanning of your striking red tail. 

  

                                                             Your beauty blends with the earth.                                                               
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   ON NATURE      

Finding the Sun 

By Denise Hackert-Stoner  

 

Locating the sun in the camera’s viewfinder with a 500 mm lens attached is for me no small task: small, slowly 

moving disk, big sky, narrow field of view.  I spent a considerable amount of time practicing before Scott and I 

headed out west to photograph the Great American Eclipse of 2017.  There were a few times I despaired, and 

turned my lens over to Scott, who was at least marginally better at finding the sun than I.  I kept practicing though, 

and I’m glad I did. 

We arrived at Fort Laramie in eastern Wyoming in the early morning hours of eclipse day, along with about 2,500 

other eager viewers.  Fort Laramie was actually our Plan B viewing spot.  We had planned on photographing the 

eclipse at either Agate Fossil Beds or Scotts Bluff National Monuments in western Nebraska, and had long ago 

chosen our hotel accommodations accordingly.  But with doubts about possible cloud cover in the area we decided 

at 2:30 AM on eclipse day to move farther west to Fort Laramie. Despite a major wrong turn and nearly hitting a 

deer in the pre-dawn darkness, we were in line to enter the park by about 5:30 AM. And I was #285 of the 

allowable 5,000 when we reached the gate which opened promptly at sunrise at 6:12 AM!  

Having arrived, we picked our viewing site, set up our tripods and cameras, put on our solar filters, adjusted our 

settings, and immediately set about finding the sun.  Once we had our subject in our viewfinders, we made sure to 

check every few minutes and make adjustments to keep it from wandering out of view. Losing the sun, especially 

as eclipse time approached, and even more especially as totality approached, would have been disastrous!   

Other than a moment or so when Scott briefly lost track of it, we did not lose the sun.  We kept it in view, even for 

the time during totality when our eyes were drawn away from the viewfinder and towards the sky.  We got our 

pictures, the goal of our trip.   

The big surprise for me, as a person who has become accustomed to seeing the beauty of the world through a 

camera lens, is just how important those upward-glancing seconds were; the minute or so of gazing at the moon-

sun, with its glorious crown gleaming all around it, the dusky, suddenly cool landscape encircled by a ring of 

twilight.  There is no way a camera could capture those seconds.  Totality was just over two minutes long.  When 

the second diamond ring appeared, signaling its end, both Scott and I were in disbelief.  How could it be over?  I 

later learned about the “eight second rule” of total eclipses.  According to this rule, no matter how long totality 

lasts, whether its thirty seconds or five minutes, it always feels like eight seconds.  Alas, I fear that rule is a true 

one.   
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ON NATURE……….. (continued) 

In the days and weeks since eclipse day my thoughts have often returned to the sight, the feeling, of those brief 

moments.  I find myself thinking about the sun more often, and differently.  In the American west every ditch and 

uncultivated field was filled with sunflowers when we were there, an obvious reminder.  But I also see the sun in 

my own flower garden, in the sun-warmed tomatoes on my vines, in the sweet corn of late summer.  When I look 

at my fast-growing grandchildren, and even at my own long-grown reflection, I think of the sun, our star, our 

source of life.  We not only depend on it to support life on our planet, but we share its elements.  Carl Sagan was 

not wrong when he said “we’re made of star stuff.” https://www.livescience.com/32828-humans-really-made-

stars.html  

Mastering the technique needed to get a big lens on the sun and set a proper exposure to photograph it was 

exciting and gratifying, and overall I am happy with the resulting photos.  But finding the sun, that was an entirely 

different thing altogether.  

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.livescience.com/32828-humans-really-made-stars.html
https://www.livescience.com/32828-humans-really-made-stars.html
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   UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 

 

OCTOBER 
 

Sunday, October 1, 2017- Woodlawn Preserve 8:00am - 12:00pm 

Coordinator:  Don Gresens 370-3923 dgresens@nycap.rr.com 

 

The Woodlawn Preserve is located in the Southeast corner of Schenectady County abutting the western edge of the Pine 

Bush. The area contains a flood control pond, forested sand dunes and general wetland habitat. Trips in prior years have seen 

migrating warblers and sparrows. The pond may attract various waterfowl. 

 

Meet at 8:00 a.m. in front of Petsmart in Mohawk Commons at the corner of State Street and Balltown Road (Balltown Rd. 

side). We will carpool the short distance to the Preserve. 

 

Sunday, October 8, 2017- Five Rivers Environmental Education Center 8:00am - 12:00pm  

Coordinator: John Kent 424-2234 jwkent@fastmail.fm 

 

We’ll walk about 2 miles over generally flat terrain with some small hills, passing through a variety of habitats. Migrating 

sparrows are often abundant at this time of the year, with a good chance of Lincoln’s and White-crowned as well as more 

common species. Both species of kinglet may be present, as well as Yellow-rumped Warbler, Palm Warbler and Blue-headed 

Vireo. A late Nashville, Black-throated Green, Blackpoll or Magnolia Warbler might be found. Wood Duck and other 

waterfowl are possible, as well as Cooper’s and Sharp-shinned Hawks and Merlin. Wet grass and muddy spots may be 

encountered, so waterproof footwear is recommended. 

 

Saturday, October 21, 2017 - Collins Lake 8:00am - 12:00pm 

Coordinator: Don Gresens 370-3923 dgresens@nycap.rr.com 

 

We will visit Collins Lake to view late migrating waterfowl from the beach and the east side of the lake. We will also take a 

wall east along the north side of the Mohawk River for fall sparrows. Fox Sparrows have been seen in previous years. Foliage 

will be off of the trees to make finding LBJ’s (Little Brown Jobs) a bit easier. 

 

Meet at the western end of the Gateway Bridge at Jumpin’ Jacks in Scotia at 8:00 a.m. Bring a scope if you have one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dgresens@nycap.rr.com
mailto:jwkent@fastmail.fm
mailto:dgresens@nycap.rr.com
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   Upcoming Field Trips ……….. (continued) 

 

NOVEMBER 
 

Registration Date Only:  Wednesday, November 1, 2017- Franklin Mountain Hawkwatching 

Date of trip to be determined 

Coordinators: Don Gresens 370-3923 dgresens@nycap.rr.com 

Gary Goodness 862-9260 goodness@nycap.rr.com 

 

This trip’s goal is migrating Golden Eagles. The Franklin Mt. Hawk Watch is located on 

the Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society Sanctuary, overlooking Oneonta, NY. It is noted for 

late-season flights of Red-tailed Hawks and Golden Eagles. The middle of November is the best 

time for viewing Golden Eagles migrating south. 

 

As always here, weather plays a big part of any success, so the actual trip date will depend on 

proper conditions. Dress for November weather as the top of Franklin Mt. can be wet, cold and 

windy. Don’t be uncomfortable because you are cold and wet. Folding chairs are a good idea. 

Contact the leader(s) by November 1 to register for this trip. 

 

On the day of the trip (which is undetermined at this time), meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Park and Ride Lot on Route 20 in 

Duanesburg. Take Interstate 88 to Exit 24, Duanesburg. At the exit, turn left toward Rt. 20. At Rt. 20, take another 

left. The Park and Ride Lot will be a short way on the right. 

 

 

Saturday, November 4, 2017 - Tomhannock Reservoir 8:30am - 12:00pm 

Coordinator: Naomi Lloyd - 674-8495 or naomi_kestrel@yahoo.com 

Join us for a morning trip around the Tomhannock Reservoir. We hope to find a variety of waterfowl as resident 

and migrant passerines and possibly shorebirds. Rarities have turned up at the Tomhannock in the fall and we 

often find Bald Eagles. 

 

Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the parking area at the intersection of Lake Shore Dr. and NY Route 7 at the west end of the 

causeway. Bring a scope if you have one. 
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Upcoming Field Trips ……….. (continued) 

 

Registration Deadline Only:  Monday, November 6, 2017 Reservations due for Niagara Frontier Gulls and 

Waterfowl  

Trip dates: December 2-4, 2017 

Coordinators: Gregg Recer and Cathy Graichen 899-2678 gregg_recer@alum.rpi.edu  

 

The Niagara River, between Lakes Erie and Ontario, hosts thousands of gulls at this time of 

year. A wide variety of gull species will be present with good chances for Lesser Black-backed, 

Little, Bonaparte's, Iceland, Glaucous and Thayer's. Rarer species such as California, Sabine's, 

Mew and Black-legged Kittiwake are possible. Waterfowl diversity should also be good. Friday 

we will bird our way west along Lake Ontario. 

 

During the weekend, we will bird mainly from the Canadian side of the river from Ft. Erie to 

Niagara-on-the-lake, so proper documentation to cross back and forth between the US and 

Canada will be needed. Please confirm documentation requirements when contacting 

coordinator. 

 

Email or call the coordinator for reservations or more information. Trip will be December 2-4, 2017 

 

 

Sunday, November 12, 2017 - Vischer Ferry Nature and Historical Park  8:30am - 12:00pm 

Coordinator: John Hershey 371-3114 hersheyj@nycap.rr.com 

 

On this trip we’ll be looking for migrant waterfowl and winter residents. Rusty Blackbirds are 

often observed at this time of year. We will start at the main entrance to the Preserve. We will 

also explore some of the lesser known areas of the Preserve, such as Ferry Drive and the area 

around the Vischer Ferry Power Plant where Bald Eagles and migrant waterfowl are often seen. 

 

It is likely that the new hike/bike trail from the Clamsteam Tavern location to Ferry Dr. will be 

completed, and this will open new areas to the east of the Whipple Bridge. The leader may 

choose to go in this direction. 

 

Meet at the main entrance of VFNHP (Riverview and Van Vranken Rds.) at the Whipple Bridge 

at 8:30 a.m. 
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