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NORTHERN ADVENTURES IVA
GAMBELL, ST LAWRENCE ISLAND AND NOME, ALASKA
May 25 – June 5, 2012
by Bernie Grossman
I have continued my peripatetic birding travels with a trip to Gambell on St. Lawrence Island in the Bering Sea. While I
had planned to stay at Gambell through June 5, circumstances forced me to cut my stay short and go to Nome starting
June 1. Overall the trip was a success, and I picked up enough lifers to reach the 600 level.
St. Lawrence Island is the remnant of the Beringian land bridge located about 170 miles from Nome and 45 miles from
the Russian coast. On clear days, we could see the Russian mountains (No claims about my foreign affairs expertise!).
The island is principally tundra and wetlands with some rocky hills. There are two
Inside This Issue …
Siberian Yupick native communities each with about 700 people located on the
north coast about 60 miles apart. The island is treeless, and the ground is mostly
very coarse sand and gravel. There had been no hard surface roads until very
recently, and, except for some construction equipment, there are no vehicles beside
four- wheel ATV’s and snowmobiles. Gas was $7/gallon.
Most of the natives engage in subsistence living with hunting the abundant animal
life being the source of most of the island’s food. Settlements with the U. S.
Government gave the Yupicks (and other native groups) the right to take bowhead
whales, walrus, seals and fish for subsistence and to use body parts such as tusks,
fur, and baleen for commerce. Thus we were visited every evening by people who
offered beautifully carved ivory objects for sale. They also sell to dealers in Alaskan
cities for resale.
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President’s Corner
Summer has ended and the fall migration is winding down. The Club’s
first program given in September featured David Martin describing his
tracking at night of migrating sparrows, thrushes and warblers through
their recorded flight songs. It was a fascinating presentation of a method
that could be used to enhance our knowledge of species migration
timing.
Some Club members have manned the hawk watch at Camp Pinnacle in
the Helderbergs. Mid-September is the peak of Broad-winged Hawk
movement, and Tom Williams reported on HMBirds that he counted 850
individuals on one day. The species distribution changes as fall advances,
so something new is always happening. Contact Gary Goodness to obtain
a pass to Pinnacle. They cost $10/car.
On September 20, the Thursday morning group experienced a good
migratory wave while at Vischer Ferry. Lots of Blue jays were moving, and
the warblers included Black-throated Green, Black and White, Nashville,
Yellow-Rumped, Magnolia, and American Redstart. A few days earlier,
John Hershey had the great fortune to locate a very uncommon
Connecticut Warbler there. John has found over 200 species at Vischer
Ferry.
The planning process for the 2013 trip schedule is beginning. We are
always in the lookout for new places to visit and for new trip leaders. One
doesn’t need to be an expert identifier, just have an acquaintance with
the trip location. Call Don Gresens if you have a new location or are
willing to lead a trip. Don’s phone number and email are listed in the
mast head.
Good birding and have a happy Thanksgiving.
-

Bernie Grossman
President, HMBC
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Newsletter Contributions Desired


Have anything you think other birders would be interested in?



Have a favorite birding spot you want to share?



Are there any stories or photos that would inspire others?

Share them with the HMBC membership by submitting them to the addresses below:

HMBC Contact Information
BIRDLINE of EASTERN NEW YORK:
E-mail: contact@hmbc.net
HMBC website: http//hmbc.net
HMBC Board Meetings

HMBC Board meetings are open to all Club members. Meetings are held at Five Rivers or other local venues at 7:00 pm,
usually on the second Monday of odd-numbered months.

Please send all electronic submissions via e-mail to: Chris Grossman at bgrossman@nycap.rr.com. Send all paper
submissions to:
Chris Grossman
7 Nott Rd.
Rexford, NY 12148

New Fee for Printed Feathers Copies
The HMBC Board of Directors voted at its regular September meeting to impose an additional fee of $12 per
year to the regular dues for any member wishing to receive a hard copy of Feathers. The fee will include the
annual trip list and will be on the dues notice sent in February, 2013.

Thanks to Liz Neill
Liz Neill has served on the HMBC Board of directors. Recently, she has resigned from the Board for health reasons. We
thank her for her service to HMBC and wish her the best.
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Field Trip Reports
Betar Byway, S. Glens Falls, NY
Saturday, July 28, 2012
This was a joint trip with the HMBC and the Southern Adirondack Audubon Society. A total of 10 birders enjoyed a
leisurely walk on the paved walkway which meanders along the Hudson River for 1 mile or so. We enjoyed the nice
weather, good company, and 38 species of birds which were seen or heard. Highlights included great looks at a molting
BALTIMORE ORIOLE, a family of AMERICAN REDSTARTS bounding about, calling and perching CAROLINA WRENS, and a Red Fox
seen by some of the group. We also had the honor of welcoming 2 new birders , Melissa and Scott Maslanka who
became members of both HMBC and SAAS !
Thanks to all who attended.
-

Jim Ries and Carol Blackwell

Cohoes Flats/Peebles Island
Sunday, August 26, 2012
We had an excellent turnout of 20 birders for the HMBC Field Trip to Cohoes Flats and Peebles Island this morning.
Overall there were few unusual birds observed, but we still managed to reach a total of 50 species. Late summer
migration seems to be under way although the total numbers of birds were still modest. We counted just 2 LESSER
YELLOWLEGS, 1 SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER, and 2 LEAST SANDPIPERS. We found just one each of 3 different warblers (CHESTNUTSIDED, MAGNOLIA, NORTHERN PARULA), and each of these were seen by just one or two persons. A number of songbirds
were just too elusive and were left unidentified. One of the highlights of the trip was watching a male CARDINAL feed a
juvenile. A fly-by GREAT EGRET was a treat for us observing from atop the cliff, and we all had good looks at 2 yellowish
SCARLET TANAGERS, either female or male non-breeding.
-

John Hershey

Cape May, NJ
Friday, September 7 – Monday, September 10, 2012
Nine enthusiastic birders traveled to Cape May, NJ and enjoyed great company, good food, excellent weather and
exciting birding.
The group logged 122 species. Highlights include WORM-EATING WARBLER, YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO, BLACK TERNS, LESSER BLACKBACKED GULL, GLOSSY IBIS, CLAPPER RAILS, WHIMBEL, YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER, YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS, WHITE-EYED
VIREO and the most NORTHERN PARULAS that anyone had ever seen in one place! The warbler count totaled 16 species.
The most exciting and humbling birding occurred at Higbee Beach on Sunday and Monday mornings. A cold front with
NW winds passed Saturday evening and brought the birds with it. We arrived early and checked out the dyke area where
the Cape May Bird Observatory tracks morning flights. Birds were darting about all around us but it was tough to identify
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(continued)

so we moved out to the field edges that were lit by the morning sun. Birds were literally piling into the edges, some
staying and some moving out immediately. It was quite a spectacle and made for some exciting birding.
We also enjoyed the hospitality of bird walks led by Cape May Bird Observatory volunteers, the Hawk Watch platform at
Cape May Point State Park, and an excellent back bay birding by boat tour aboard The Osprey with CMBO Naturalist
David Lord.
Thank you to all participants, the Cape May Bird Observatory, the town of Cape May, NJ, and our feathered friends.
Oops, we forgot to thank the cold front !
- Carol Blackwell and Jim Reis

Five Rivers Environmental Education Center
Sunday, September 9, 2012
Five Rivers EEC in Delmar was the site for the September Scramble, postponed until September 9 after September 8’s
unsuitable weather conditions. Starting at 7 AM and concluding at 5 PM, sixteen birders roamed the property to identify
as many species as possible. Many observers were very generous with their time, offering to explore areas that had not
yet been covered. The passage of a cold front overnight shifted the wind to the northwest, with partly to mostly cloudy
skies.
Several mixed groups of foraging birds were encountered. They typically consisted of a few warblers and vireos mingling
with CHICKADEES, TITMICE and NUTHATCHES. There were many RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES present all across Five Rivers. I know
that I was within earshot of one most of the day wherever I wandered. Late morning and midday featured raptors; some
residents and a few migrants.
Preliminary results indicate sixty-one species identified. We are waiting for any additional reports via e-mail. Interesting
observations included:
GREEN HERON- three at the Wood Duck Marsh, BALD EAGLE- adult, flyover around midday,
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK- relentlessly harassed by the many BLUE JAYS present,
AMERICAN KESTREL- two, SOLITARY SANDPIPER- fittingly, the day's lone shorebird, patrolling the research ponds, GREAT
HORNED OWL- heard mid-morning north of the north-loop trail, a "six-pack" of the expected "woodpeckers", COMMON
RAVEN- two, CAROLINA, and HOUSE WREN, BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER- two,
WOOD THRUSH, BROWN THRASHER, TENNESSE WARBLER, CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER, MAGNOLIA WARBLER- several,
BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER, PALM WARBLER, BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER, AMERICAN REDSTART,
COMMON YELLOWTHROAT- several, WILSON'S WARBLER, EASTERN TOWHEE, FIELD SPARROW- numerous ,
ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK.
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Thank you to everyone who participated today, especially coordinator Don Gresens, we look forward to similar events in
the future.
-

Tom Williams

Down and Dune Report
Sunday, September 16, 2012
This morning we had six devoted birders trek the Great Dune area of Pine Bush. One of the group, Jerry Lazarczyk,
traveled from Grand Isle, NY to join our walk and to do some Hawk watching later in the day. We had a nice walk
through the Dune area, with a total of 38 species. Warblers treated us well as eight species were identified. Three or
four large foraging flocks were found giving us plenty of excitement. Some of the more common birds were scarce i.e.,
BLUEBIRDS, CHIPPING SPARROWS, and TOWHEES. A list of notables follows.
BROAD-WINGED HAWK, AMERICAN KESTREL, WOODPECKER 6-PACK, EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE, BLUE-HEADED VIREO,
RED- BREASTED NUTHATCH, WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH, RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET, WOOD THRUSH,
CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER, MAGNOLIA WARBLER, BLACK-THROATED BLUE, BLACK-THROATED GREEN,
BLACKPOLL WARBLER, BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER, OVENBIRD, COMMON YELLOWTHROAT, WHITE-THROATED SPARROW,
DARK-EYED JUNCO
-

Don Gresens

Upcoming HMBC Programs
Birding Yellowstone National Park
Speaker: David Williams
October 1, 2012, 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Colonie Library

The first part of this slide program describes the Yellowstone area birds likely to be encountered, along with when and
where to go, and the different habitats. Then, Dave will show three 10-minute different slide shows that are set to
music: Western Wildlife, Western Scenery, and Western Wildflowers.
Dave Williams has been a birder for around 40 years, and has traveled to the Yellowstone area each summer since the
early 1980's, where he divides his time among birding, hiking, and fishing. Dave is a retired State Government employee,
and a self-described "full time Nature Nut."
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(continued)

The Birds of the Vischer Ferry Nature Preserve
Speaker: John Hershey
November 5, 2012 - 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Colonie Library
This program will include a Power Point presentation on the history, birds, and habitat of the Vischer Ferry Nature and
Historic Preserve. The focus will be on rare or endangered species as well as common birds observed at the Preserve.
Among the birds that have been photographed at the Preserve and will be discussed include: WOOD STORK, KING EIDER,
TRICOLORED HERON, AMERICAN BITTERN, LEAST BITTERN, GREAT HORNED OWL, AMERICAN WOODCOCK, PILEATED WOODPECKER, and
RUSTY BLACKBIRD.
John Hershey has been a birder and member of HMBC since 2001. He has been a past Director both of HMBC and the
Audubon Society of the Capital Region. Currently he is serving as Secretary of HMBC. He is a member of the HMBC Field
Trips committee and has been a regular field trip leader to Vischer Ferry Preserve. He has also led HMBC trips to Jamaica
Bay Wildlife Refuge, Montezuma NWR, and Peebles Island/Cohoes Flats. He has traveled extensively on birding tours to
Texas, California, Arizona, and Alaska. When he is not birding at Vischer Ferry or elsewhere, he works as a clinical
psychologist in private practice.
Holiday Party and Program – Magee Marsh – Warbler Mecca
Speaker: Ken Harper
December 3, 2012 - 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Colonie Library
Magee Marsh is located in Ohio on the shores of Lake Erie. It is part of a large area of wetlands and waterways that
provide habitat and shelter for many species of waterfowl and songbirds both in migration and resident. During early
May the Magee Marsh area provides a critical feeding and resting area for over 150 species of migrating songbirds
including 36 species of warblers which the area has become famous for. Birders and Photographers "migrate" to the
area in early May along with the birds to see this phenomenon. The warblers have become the main attraction here and
have given way to Magee Marsh being called the "Warbler Capital" of the US.
Ken first traveled here in 2011 and was amazed at the number of warblers that he saw and the fact that most were at
eye level making seeing and photographing them easier. He decided to return again this year and this program will be a
photo essay of the combination of those two trips.
We will also discuss upcoming Christmas Bird Counts. Feel free to bring a dessert to share!
Ken is a Nature Photographer living just outside of Jonesville, NY. He is a retired IT professional and spends much of his
spare time photographing various aspects of nature. He enjoys photographing landscapes, trees, flowers and wildlife in
general but has developed a particular fondness for bird photography and has done much of that over the last 7-8 years.
He is a member of HMBC and feels that the mentoring he has received from many club members has made him a better
bird photographer by having a better understanding of birds habits and habitats. Ken does much of his photography in
upstate NY but has traveled to other states and countries and has pursued his hobby in those areas also. Most of his
photography is done with Nikon and Sigma equipment.

81

Upcoming Audubon Programs
Unless Otherwise Specified, All Programs To Be Held At:
William K. Sanford Colonie Town Library
629 Albany-Shaker Road, Loudonville, NY 12211
Birding While Sound Asleep: Using Flight Calls to Follow Bird Migration
Speaker: David L. Martin
September 10, 2012 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Colonie Library
Joint program with HMBC (see above)

On Nature
Perilous Journey
by Denise Hackert-Stoner and Scott Stoner
In the high tides of the full and new moons, on the beaches of the Delaware Bay shore, in the month of May, year after
year, an ancient, intricate process of nature is repeated. This year we decided to witness this process; one of the
fascinating examples of how all of nature is entwined, how species are dependent on one another, and how interference
in these delicate balances can disrupt them and do so much damage.
This past May we decided to witness this spectacle on the bay beaches of Cape May, NJ.
Horseshoe Crabs and Red Knots, so very different in just about every way, have one thing in common at this time of
year: the drive to continue their species. The crabs make their way into the protected waters of the Bay Shore from the
depths of the bay waters and the Atlantic, scraping out sandy nests for their huge numbers of eggs (each female can lay
88,000 eggs in a season). Although the nests are fairly deep, protecting them from exposure and most predators, even
the low-energy waves along the bay cause some erosion. The scraping away of sand by other crabs further removes
sand, exposing many of the eggs to the elements. This is bad news for the individual eggs, but an amazing feeding
opportunity for our other main actor in this drama, the Red Knot.
Just as these huge numbers of the highly nutritious, energy-rich eggs are being
exposed on the beaches along the Delaware Bay, the Knots are in the midst of
one of the longest bird migrations known today, from their wintering habitat
near the southern tip of South America to their arctic breeding grounds, a
journey of over 9,000 miles. The timing is just astounding, and has made this

Horseshoe Crab
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area one of the most important shorebird staging areas in North America. The yearly meeting of these two species is
vital to the survival of the Red Knot,

which doubles its body weight on these beaches before continuing its journey. The crabs do not really lose anything in
the exchange, as the eggs eaten by the birds are already doomed by their exposure to air, and the vast majority of viable
eggs are still tucked safely under their blankets of sand.
And so it goes, two species, otherwise unknown to each other, carrying out their natural functions, and exquisitely timed
to the survival of one the players.
As we stood at the viewing area on
flocks of Red Knots, Semipalmated
Short-billed
Dowitchers,
are not the only shorebirds who
feast on the millions of eggs, we
system is. In recent years, the drop
largely due to the harvesting of the
are frequently used as bait for eel
on the numbers of Red Knots. The
Environmental Protection (Division
Delaware Bay Shore Scene
presence on the beaches, both in
educating the public enjoying the spectacle. Their work is so important, and is a
perils faced by these birds if this trend is not reversed.

the small beach, watching the
Sandpipers, Ruddy Turnstones,
Sanderlings, and Dunlin (Red Knots
take advantage of this banquet!)
were struck by how fragile this
in numbers of horseshoe crab eggs,
adults for the fishing industry (they
fishing), has had a noticeable effect
New Jersey Department of
of Fish and Wildlife) has a strong
monitoring the shorebirds and
great way to raise awareness of the

Horseshoe crabs, largely unchanged when compared to fossil remnants, have been laying eggs in shallow seas and bays
for about half a billion years. For thousands of years Red Knots have been feeding on those eggs. As we stood and
watched this amazing interaction we wondered about the future of both species. As future May tides rise with the pull
of the moon will they arrive laden with crab? Will the Red Knots recharge on the beaches of these shallow bays? Only
time, and the decisions made by another species, human beings, will tell.
To learn more about this issue, hold April 8, 2013 on your calendars, as renowned experts Larry and Mandy Niles will
present, "The Battle to Save the Delaware Bay Shorebird Stopover -- What Was Learned, What Can Be Done" at the next
Annual Dinner of the HMBC.
References:
Horseshoe Crab Spawning, Steve Doctor – Maryland Fisheries Biologist
Smithsonian National Zoo Migratory Bird Center (Migration Fact Sheet)
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Division of Fish and Wildlife
evolutiondiary.com
Wikipedia, “Red Knot”
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Common Nighthawks at Albany Pinebush
The Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor) is a member of the “goatsucker” group that also includes whip-poor-wills. It
is an aerial insectivore that feeds on the wing at dusk and dawn. It has a notched tail and long, slender, pointed wings
with white patches on the primaries. They breed throughout much of North America, although they may be in decline as
they are no longer observed during the summer in many urban and suburban areas. The change is believed to be related
to a loss of nesting habitat in those areas, where, among other places, they would utilize gravel roofs as a nesting spot.
They are one of the last birds to arrive at their breeding grounds in spring, and one of the first to leave in late summer.
Common Nighthawks migrate up to 6,000 miles, arriving on their wintering grounds in South America by October.
In the Capital Region of New York State, the bulk of migration in the late summer is seen from mid-August until early
September; the peak is often centered on August 24-25th. My wife and I have been observing nighthawks from our yard
in Colonie for the last several years. We have a reasonable view of the sky, but this year we decided that an open area
with a full 360 degree view of the sky would be more desirable. The Discovery Center at the Albany Pine Bush on Rt. 155
seemed like a good location to try. In addition, there is some speculation that the pine barren habitat offers a good
“staging” area for Common Nighthawks migrating south.
We observed from our home location (COL) from Aug. 10- Aug. 20, then observed from the Pine Bush location (APB)
from Aug. 21- Aug. 31. We had one additional observation from Colonie on Sept. 6th. Many volunteer observers came
out to the Discovery Center parking lot, where we would watch the skies for ninety minutes or so each evening, from
6:30PM until shortly after 8:00PM, when twilight began to fade along with bird activity. Below is a list of the total count
for Common Nighthawks seen each evening. On a few nights, it wasn’t evident that all the birds that we were seeing
were migrating; that is, they may have been birds that were staging locally and so were flying back and forth over the
observing location multiple times. On these occasions, we only counted the maximum number of birds that could be
seen at one time. The data:
Common Nighthawk- 1 (COL)
Common Nighthawk- 3 (COL)
Common Nighthawk- 2 (COL)
Common Nighthawk- 4 (COL)
Common Nighthawk -9 (APB)
Common Nighthawk- 37 (APB)
Common Nighthawk- 3 (APB)
Common Nighthawk- 7 (APB)
Common Nighthawk- 44 (APB)
Common Nighthawk- 67 (APB)
Common Nighthawk- 7 (APB)
Common Nighthawk- 3 (APB)
Common Nighthawk- 5 (APB)
Common Nighthawk- 7 (COL)

10 Aug 2012
13 Aug 2012
15 Aug 2012
16 Aug 2012
21 Aug 2012
22 Aug 2012
23 Aug 2012
24 Aug 2012
25 Aug 2012
28 Aug 2012
29 Aug 2012
30 Aug 2012
31 Aug 2012
06 Sep 2012

84

Common Nighthawks at Albany Pinebush

(continued)

Thus, an approximate total of 199 migrating Common Nighthawks were observed on these days. On 25 August, the
winds were from the south. On 28 August, the other daily maxima, the winds had shifted to the northwest. Apparently,
the birds are prompted by other factors to “make a move.”
I want to thank Neil Gifford, the Conservation Director at the APB Commission, for allowing us to “occupy” part of his
parking lot as our observation area; Richard Guthrie, for publicizing our nightly gathering on his “Birding” radio program,
part of Vox Pop on WAMC (90.3FM); and to the many birding friends that showed up each evening to conduct the
viewing, we had a lot of fun, and shared some interesting discussions. I will endeavor to make this a yearly event on the
calendar, so we can continue to gather data about Common Nighthawk populations and movements in the late summer.
-

NORTHERN ADVENTURE IVA

Tom and Colleen Williams

(continued)

I traveled with Wilderness Birding Adventures (WBA), Eagle River, Alaska, with whom Chris and I had used for our Grayheaded Chickadee raft trip three years ago. Companies such as Wings and VENT also offer Gambell trips, and they were
on the island at the same time as our group. The island has no tourist infrastructure, but some visitors use a community
center-like building which has rooms and a group kitchen. WBA rented a house for its visitors. It had two bedrooms (for
couples), kitchen, bathroom, and common space on the first floor and two dormitory type rooms on the second level.
We also brought all our food with us on our plane.
One of our guides, James Harrington, sheparded our group of nine onto our flight from Anchorage to Nome via Alaska
Airlines. In Nome, we transferred to Bering Air for the flight to Gambell in an 18 passenger turboprop. The Gambell
airstrip has no terminal, so we unloaded onto the tarmac; met the other guide, Bob Dittreck, WBA’s owner; loaded our
gear onto a cart for transport; and started birding. This meant putting on our Neos overshoes and moving into the
nearby boneyard where we got our first good find, a RED-THROATED PIPIT.

Through the centuries, the Yupicks
areas on the tundra outside their
decayed to form the only real soil on the
growth of plants that became a focal
south and southwest blow Eurasian
tend to congregate in the boneyards. As
Circular Boneyards frequently to spot
The Yupicks no longer discard carcasses
boneyards in search of fossilized ivory
boneyards are a now hilly, pit-covered
force one to pick their way through with
looking for birds. The ground was also

tossed the carcasses of their kills onto
communities. The residual flesh, etc.,
island, and this supported a richer
point for birds. Strong winds from the
wanderers onto the island where they
a result, we prowled the Near, Far, and
these rarities.
this way, but they have dug up the
and bone for their crafts. So the
terrain with paths around the holes that
an eye on the ground and the other
littered with skulls, vertebrae, and other
Willow Ptarmigan
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bones, something that made me feel uneasy initially.
The Yupicks traditionally hunt whale from dory-like boats covered with walrus skin. I saw many of these stored on racks
along the seashore. Near one house, I saw a polar bear hide hanging from a rack, and many other homes had racks of
drying walrus meat near them. Old jaw bones of bowhead whales were common sights as well as a few from this year’s
hunt showing red flesh and baleen
After walking through the boneyard and seeing numbers of Snow Buntings and Lapland Longspurs in breeding plumage,
we headed off to our house initially walking on roads, but then moving into the gravel and snow. I found the gravel
extremely difficult to walk on, and this took a serious toll on my knees over time. After a few days, I could barely climb
the four stairs into the house.
At the house, Bob announced that we had
community water system had frozen as had
water from a spring on a hillside and boil it
honey bucket system in the toilet. The guys
gravel. Details are left to the reader’s
days and the sewer after two more.

arrived in the Third World because the
the sewer line for the house. We would get
for drinking, etc., and Bob had set up a
used a back up urinal that drained onto the
imagination. We got water back after three
Brambling

Beside the Boneyards, the four other main
birding areas were the Sea Watch, the
Corner Marsh, the South Lake and the
mountain side past the Far and Circular
Boneyards. The Sea Watch was about a quarter mile walk from the house through the gravel and past the sewage pond
and dump, while the Corner Marsh was about a three-quarter mile bike ride and South Lake about a two mile ride from
the house. Prior to the roads, one had to walk everywhere, but WBA had imported eight-speed bikes equipped with
panniers and a rack for use on the roads. I used a bike until I had to pedal back from the lake against a very strong wind.
This finished my knees, so I ended up using the geezer cart pulled behind the group’s ATV.
At the Sea Watch, the gravel landscape dropped off sharply to the sea. Initially the water was covered by ice with
extensive open areas, but the wind slowly cleared out the ice during our stay. At the Watch, one sat down at the gravel
break or just below it, set up one’s spotting scope, readied the camera, and watched the parade of birds moving past. I
was awed by the huge numbers of LEAST and CRESTED AUKLETS and COMMON and THICK-BILLED MURRES moving to and from
their feeding grounds. The main gull species were BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE, GLAUCOUS, and the VEGA form of the HERRING.
We also saw a SABINE’S as well as many NORTHERN FULMAR. The most common loon was the RED-THROATED, while several
ARCTIC and YELLOW-BILLED were seen. The most prevalent eider was the COMMON, but we also had some STELLER’S,
SPECTACLED, and KING. Finally, a TUNDRA SWAN, BRANT, two EMPEROR GEESE, GREATER SCAUP, NORTHERN PINTAILED, and
HARLEQUIN DUCKS flew or floated past.
South Lake was still frozen up, but the nearby marshes and the Corner Marsh were open. They provided excellent
passerine and shore bird viewing. Here we found two RUFF in breeding plumage, WESTERN, PECTORAL, ROCK, and LEAST
SANDPIPERS. Unfortunately, the two RUFF were shot soon after we saw them. DUNLIN and SEMIPALMATED PLOVER were
common, too, but the best find was a COMMON RINGED PLOVER.
Our group all carried two-way radios that
be notified if something new showed up.

permitted us to go off on our own, but
Bob and James also carried radios tuned

Lesser Sand Plover
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to the other groups’ channel. One night, we heard that another group had spotted a LESSER SAND-PLOVER near the airstrip.
We made a mad dash through the village and saw the bird close up. Another morning, we heard that a ptarmigan had
been seen flying toward the sewage pit near our house. Again another dash out the door to find the bird occurred. Just
as I left the house, it landed about 40 feet from me, and we had the first island sighting of a WILLOW PTARMIGAN. The
radio also alerted us to a BRAMBLING that we saw in both the Near and Far Boneyards.
Gambell is located on a cape projecting northward into the Bering Sea at the western end of the island. The eastern
edge of the cape is a high rocky ridge that was snow covered. Looking up at the snow, we could see what looked like
pepper sprinkled on a white cloth. The black spots were large numbers of LEAST, CRESTED, PARAKEET AUKLETS, and THICKBILLED and COMMON MURRES. Through careful searching through spotting scopes, we were also able to locate several pairs
of DOVEKIE, a species especially sought after by the group. The ridge also yielded GRAY-CHEEKED and HERMIT THRUSHES, a
pair of nesting ROUGH-LEGGED HAWKS, and a PEREGRINE FALCON and a GYRFALCON. We watched the Peregrine knock an alcid
down three times before the alcid escaped. The Peregrine then flew on to successfully catch another bird.

The final interesting sighting was on the tundra near the Corner Marsh. Here we had
excellent looks at a SKYLARK. I watched it skylark, a prolonged hovering that was
accompanied by its famous song.
We saw a total of 66 species of which seven were lifers for me. Other interesting sightings
included BLACK and PIGEON GUILLEMOTS, PELAGIC CORMORANT, SANDHILL CRANE, WANDERING
Long-tailed Jaeger

TATTLER, RED-NECKED STINT, all three JAEGER (Figure 6) species, HORNED and TUFTED PUFFINS,
and WHITE and EASTERN YELLOW WAGTAILS.

As mentioned at the beginning, the gravel took an enormous toll on my knees, and, after some thought, I asked Bob if it
would be possible to go to Nome with some of the group who were continuing there. Nome has paved roads and most
of our birding would be done from a van or the roadside. The change was arranged, and I left with the others who were
replaced by a new batch of birders. The Nome portion of the trip will be reported in a future Feathers issue. I can say
that I had a marvelous experience at Gambell. The culture and the birding experience were something totally new.
Similar Alaskan birding can be had on St. Paul Island in the Pribilofs and Adak in the Aleutians.

Upcoming Field Trips
October
FIVE RIVERS ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER (Albany County; morning)
Sunday, October 7
Coordinator: John Kent 424-2234 jwkent@fastmail.fm

We’ll walk about 2 miles over generally flat terrain with some small hills, passing through a variety of habitats. Previous trips have
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come up with 6 species of sparrows and 5 species of woodpeckers as well as both species of kinglets. Great Blue Heron, Green
Heron, Wood Duck and perhaps other waterfowl may be present. Wet grass and muddy spots may be encountered.

Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot by the visitor center.

WOODLAWN PRESERVE (Schenectady County; morning)
Saturday, October 13
Coordinator: Don Gresens 370-3923 dgresens@nycap.rr.com
The Woodlawn Preserve is located in the Southeast corner of Schenectady County abutting the western edge of the Pine Bush. The
area contains a flood control pond, forested sand dunes and general wetland habitat. Previous trips have come up with 6 species of
sparrows and 5 species of woodpeckers as well as both species of kinglets. Great Blue and Green Herons, Wood Duck and perhaps
other waterfowl can be found on the pond.
Meet at 8:00 a.m. in front of Barnes & Noble in Mohawk Commons at the corner of State Street and Balltown Road (State St side)
We will carpool the short distance to the preserve.
FIVE RIVERS ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER (Albany County; all day)
Sunday, October 14
Coordinator: Tom Williams 857-2176 trwdsd@yahoo.com
“The Big Sit!” is an annual, international, noncompetitive birding event hosted by Bird Watcher's Digest and founded by the New
Haven (CT) Bird Club. The concept: Find a good spot for bird watching, preferably one with good views of a variety of habitats and
lots of birds. Next you create a circle 17 feet in diameter and sit inside it counting all the bird species you see or hear. If a bird is
seenor heard from within the circle but is too distant to identify, the circle can be left to get a closer look/listen to confirm the bird's
identity. However, any new bird species seen or heard while confirming the original can't be counted unless it's seen or heard from
an "anchor" who stayed behind in your circle. Big Sit! participants can work in shifts. No one person needs to be there throughout
the whole Big Sit! The area can be left and returned to as frequently as desired. Our tally will be sent to the hosts for publication.
Meet at the Five Rivers parking lot in Delmar, where signs will direct you to the “circle.” We will be counting between 7AM and 5PM.
Stop by for a few minutes, an hour or all day, everyone is welcome! Bring a portable chair and have some fun.
COLLINS LAKE (Schenectady County; morning)
Saturday, October 27
Coordinator: Don Gresens 370-3923 dgresens@nycap.rr.com
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We will visit Collins Lake for late migrating waterfowl from the beach and the east side of the lake. We will also take a walk going
east along the north side of the Mohawk River for fall sparrows. Fox Sparrows have been seen in previous years. Foliage will be off of
the trees to make finding LBJ’s (Little Brown Jobs) a bit easier.
Meet at Jumpin’ Jacks in Scotia at 8:00 a.m. Bring a scope if you have one.

NOVEMBER
TOMHANNOCK RESERVOIR (Rensselaer County; morning)
Saturday, November 10
Coordinator: Larry Alden 861-6087 overlook@nycap.rr.com

Join us for a morning trip around the Tomhannock Reservoir. We should find a good variety of waterfowl as well as resident and
migrant passerines and possibly shorebirds. Rarities such as Ross’ Goose and Gray Kingbird have turned up at the Tomhannock in the
fall and we often find a Bald Eagles.
Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the parking area at the intersection of Lake Shore Dr. and NY Route 7 at the west end of the causeway. Bring a
scope if you have one.
VISCHER FERRY NATURE AND HISTORIC PRESERVE (Saratoga Co; morning)
Sunday, November 18
Coordinator: John Hershey 371-3114 hershey@nycap.rr.com
On this trip we’ll be looking for migrant waterfowl. Sometimes there are surprises such as a Eurasian Wigeon that showed up in
November 2010. We will start at the main entrance. We will also explore some of the lesser known areas of the Preserve, such as
Ferry Drive and the adjacent area around the Vischer Ferry Power Plant (not in the Preserve) where Bald Eagles are often seen.
Meet at the main entrance along Riverview Road at 8:30 a.m.
DECEMBER
Wednesday, December 5 RESERVATIONS DUE FOR CAMPFIRE AND OWLING AT FIVE RIVERS
Coordinators: Scott Stoner 765-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com
Peggy Rudis 371-5051 peggyrudis@msn.com

Saturday, December 8 CAMPFIRE AND OWLING AT FIVE RIVERS (Albany County; late afternoon / evening)
Coordinators: Scott Stoner 765-6760 scottjstoner@aol.com
Peggy Rudis 371-5051 peggyrudis@msn.com
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Joint program with the Audubon Society of the Capital Region

Great Horned Owls are often heard calling around dusk at this time of year in the deep pine woods at Five Rivers. In this
special joint program, we will meet at 4 p.m. at the visitor center at Five Rivers for a brief introduction, then walk about 1
mile out to a woods that has been productive for owls in the past. Along the way or on the way back, stop around our
blazing campfire and enjoy a hot dog and a cup of hot chocolate. The owls are not guaranteed, but a good time is nearly a
certainty in this popular event on the HMBC schedule.
Reservations are needed in advance so we can plan how much food will be needed.
Contact either Scott Stoner or Peggy Rudis.
Saturday, December 22 SCHENECTADY CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT Coordinator/Compiler: Bill Lee
Monday, December 29 SOUTHERN RENSSELAER CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Coordinator/Compiler: Jim de Waal Malefyt
Saturday, January 5, 2013 TROY CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Coordinator/Compiler: Larry Alden

Feathers
Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club
c/o Five Rivers EEC
Game Farm Road
Delmar, NY 12054

